J's 


| OF. | 

F . "a . » " 
Conforming and Reforming: 

made to the Convocation at 


S, PAULS Church 
in London, 


Ln Re y 


7 
FTFOHN COLET,D.D, 
Dean of the ſaid Church: 
upon Rom, X11, 2, 
( Be ye reformed, &c, 
| _ Writ an hundred and fiftie years ſince! 
To which is now added an Appendix of 
Py, Azdrens, and D'. Hammonds ſq= 
lemn pet:tiop and advice to the 
Convocation: with his dire- 
| __ Rtions to the £44, how 
F to prolong their hap- 
| pinels, 


4—_ 
- 2h 
| * 


Jo. Colcti cogitationes, quacungue etiam lingus pros 
ditas, optirim. Eraſmi epiſt, p.708-1.1 2. 


| —— 


2*! for William Mordenl, 166t: 


TY DEBRIS” Gs DE OS * - 
* Bs ne PM 
w - % 
q 


| Aion A | ? 
SERMON 


IE 
| 


4 - x 
—— - 


La = - —_ I=S = "= - 
" % CECCSCACCCCCCCCC— ———— 
CR LD EE cr OlOllGE Ot tr OO FF [[EEkCOQUuWuCCC[_CCS 
ES 


ER OT DTT. CO a cy DC mate anda eta 


'| " Pripeodby F. Field (Printer tothe Per bY 
Cam"? & 


ate. 4 


- —_ — ” —— 
» - _ 


To the Reader; 


| Onforming a»d Reforming i now the 
| A -jtalk of every man 18 this K mngaomee 
y | Some are very zealous for one without the 0- 
ther, owr D*, is for both conjoyntly, but yet 
in due order, He would have us firſt obey the 


then the Canons of the Church:and not with- 
out reaſon. For if the Church be the body 
; Rem.xii.5. Of Chriſt, I would f arp learn from 
| nd i. 13. 0ur Non-conformiſts, why we may 
#jb. tet. Ot F1VE 45 much reverence & obe- 
Cel iii.15. djence to the laws of the Church, as 
w? muſt to the laws of each paltry Corporation 
The contrary poſition hath occaſioned the great 
Increaſe of fanaticks in this Realm,as I have 
| proved in my diſcourſe of the riſe 8& growth 
of Quakeriſme,w#hich will ſhortly be printed, 
If you deſire to be informed concerning the 
life of this excellent perſon D*, Colet, you 
may read it deſcribed at large by Exaſmus in 
| his Epiſtles, a pag.702.ad 712. ( towhich 
| 44d $*,Thom, Mores letter printed in Sta- 
| p30n, tom. 4. Þ,992.) And if you would 
. know what other works this Authour- writ, 
. | take the catalogue of them as it is (et down 
* | vy Pitſcus, pag. 692. | 
, | A3 I Is 
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laws of Chriſt (our great Law-maker ) and 
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To the Reader. 


s Fn Proverbia Solomanis, 10 Vita hominis Chriſtiang, | 
2 :-Evangelium Matthei, 11 Indleri Convocatuone, © | 


3 --Epiſtolas Pauli. . 12 Excerptiones Dofforum, 
4 - = Precationem Dominicam, 13 Ortolanus. 


5 --Symbolum F idet. 14 Epiſtole ad Eraſmun. Y |: 


6 Breviloq, difforum Chriſti, 15 De moribus component 


7 Dereformidatione Chriſti, 16 De inftitutione puerilj, - 


of n" 18 books I have ſecn none yet, except |. 


8 Conciones ordinaria, 8 . 17 Epiſtolg ad Tailerum, 
9 --extraordinarie. 18 Ad argumen'4 Eraſmt, - 


this which There publiſh, and his Comment#- 


rie on the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, | 
(which is 13 Emmanuel Colledoe-library) 


unleſs I may reckon that ſmall traft for one of 


them, which is prefixt to his private Devo-" | * 


tions ; printed for TI, Benſon, If any man 
know where any other of his prone be,he is en- 


treated to give notice thereof, either to me, or” 


foM.Crumleholme Maſter of S' Pawls [chool 
21 London er to M, Morden Bookſeller in 
Cambridge; that they may be publiſh'd. Tow 
fee this Sermon +5 one of Pits's number: and 
#:s cited by Bidlland in his Her»ologia An- 
Slica, p. 146, And he that compares the 4* 
pare of it, with what Mr. Cambden ſaith of 
D*.Colet ( Remains, p,272) will conclude, 


that he there means this diſcourſe. The notes 


are added by me, partly to [atisfie them who 


will ak what Canons there be to that pmr-? | 


. 


| 


f 
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y | qr moſt of my education. 0 Ss 
If any ask why I cite Theodorus and the 

| Canon law thrice, Linwood and Spelmans - 

. | | Conncels often: ] anſwer Becauſe I 5/49 
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 XF6he Reader. 


pſcgand arr out of my gratitude to D.Co- 
e 


et, wnto whoſe bounty on $, Pauls School, 7 


IF, meant them, And again thoſe that I cite 
ſeem to be confirmed by an A of Parl. 25, 
Hen,8 c.,19, entituled, An At concerning 
ſubmiſſion of the Clergy: wherein it is de- 


| creed thus, Provided alſo, that ſuch Ca- 


J- * 4* 


nons , Conftitutions , &c, being already 
made,which be not repugnant to the laws, 


| ftatures and cuſtomes of this Realm,nor ro 
x | vthe damage or hurt of the Kings preroga- 


tive,ſhall now ſtill be uſed and execured,as 


' they were before the making of this Act, 


&c, w1rh Ad 1s revived, i. Eliz,c, 1, 


. Thave lately ſeen two ſmall pieces in 89, 


0n the ſame ſubject with this Sermon of D', 
Coler (which I wiſh were reprinted together) 
viz, Stimulus paſtorum per Bartholome- 
um a Martyribus, Hiſpanize Primatem, P4- 
riſis, 1586, 8, Oratio Gentiani Hervett 
de reparanda Eccleſiaſticorum diſciplina, 
Brixiz, 1563, From which and the like con- 
fiderations, it is manifeſt enough to me, that 

A 4. the 


To the Reader. 
the want of putting old Canons in execution 


2s the chief cauſe of almoſt all. the ſchiſmti 


and hcreſies , which now rend aſunder thy, 


Chriſtian morld, 
If any object, that theſe times will not bei 


the publiſhing of ſuch books here ;, I anſwer] 


that I hope better thinzs, that our Church 

en are not ſo bad as their enemies do pain 
them; and that T1 have no other deſigne, i 
publiſhing this paper , but to ſtop them ( a 
vmch as lies in me) from being ſo; knowing 
that proſperity is too apt to make even piolys 
men forget themſelves, and ſtand in need 


a friendly remembrancer, Tiewat mv xbey i 


Suudpvor ghgews, Efth, Xvi. 2, 3, But for my 


part, if ever I hear this objeftion ( which| 


hope I ſhal not)I ſhall think it hugely ſtrange] 
tat w2 who call our ſelves REFORMED} 
(in contradiſtiation to the Papiſts)ſhould nd 


be able to brook what they printed ( cum pri 
vilegio) concerning Reformation; and that 
from this very objection it will be moſt clear 
either that they are not ſo bad, or that we ar 


z0t ſo good as we pretend; and conſidering] 


our afflictions, may w2ll afford to be, That 
Almighty God of his infinite mercy may 
mend us all, is the daily pr ayer of 


Ctr. Coll. F:in.11, 1661» Tho, Smith, 


(1) 


and CONVOCATION, 


inthe year 1511, 


ith, A | 
" SERMON 
} 0F 
w COL £T 
Wh made to the | 


FVED FE are this day come together 


int ( Fathers and Right-wiſe bre- | 
Ons 7 thren) to enter into Councel : 
1 in which, what ye will do, and. 


; 4 what matters yewill handle, we do nar yer 
mf underſtand, But we with, that once re- 
h1 membring your name and profeſſion, ye | 
zel. would minde the reformation of Ecclefia- j 
DI ſtical affairs, For aſſure your ſelves there 'lf 
20 never was more need of 1t, the ſtate of the it 
4 Church did never more defire your endea- | 
ba vours, The Spouſe of Chriſt ( whom ye 
ir would ſhould be withour {pot or wrinkle) 
el is made deformed and ill-favoured ; as it 
| faith Eſaias, The faithfull city is become an lth 
at] harlot, chap, 1, ver.21. She hath plaied the bf 
yl whore with zzazy lovers, Jer, 3.1, whey lt 
1e | 


2 DF. Colets Sermon 


ſhe hath conceived many ſeeds of wicked- 
neſs, and daily bringeth forth very foul 


fruit, Wherefore I come hither to day 


( Farhers) to warn you, that in this your 
Councel ye beſtow your whole thoughts 
upon the Reformation of the Church, 


But indeed I came not willingly ; being 


ſufficiently conſcious of my own unwor- 
thine(s; and foreſeeing how hard it will be 
to pleaſe the preciſe judgement of ſo ma- 
ny men, Ieſteemed it very unmeet ( al- 
moſt too malapert ) that Ia ſervayt ſhould 
counſel my Lords;that I a ſon ſhould teach 
you my Fathers, Truely this had been 
more fit for ſome one of the Fathers 
themſelves; that is to ſay, You Prelates 
might have done it with far more grave 
authority and greater wiſdome, But the 
command of the moſt Reverend Father 
and Lord the Archbiſhop ( Preſident of 
this Councel) muſt be obeyed , who laid 
upon me this burden (which js in truth too 
heavie for my ſhoulders) for I remember 
that the prophet Samuel ſaid, Obedience is 
better then ſacrifice, Wherefore I pray and 


beſeech you , to ſuſtain my weakneſs 
with 


—- 


i - 


— 


to the (onvocation. 2 


with your goodneſs and patience : in the 
firſt place to help me with your good 


( Prayers, And before all things, Let #s 
pray to God the Father Almighty : firſt re- 


membring onr moſt holy Father the Pope, 
and all ſpiritual Paſt ours, with all chriftcn 
people ;, furthermore the moſt revercnd F a- 
ther and Lord the Archbiſhop, Preſident of 
this Councel , and all Biſhops-, and all the 
Clergze, and all the people of Enzland : re- 
membrine finally this your congregation ; 
Deſiring God to inſpire your minds ſo accord- 
inely to agree, to the benefit and fruit of the 
Charch,that ye may not ſeem when the Coun- 


- cel is finiſht, to have been gathered together 


in vain, and without cauſe, Let us all [ay, 
Pater noſter, &c, 

 Toexhort you, Reverend Fathers, to 
endeavour Reformation, becauſe nothing 
hath ſo disfigured the face of the Church, 
as hath the faſhion of ſecular and worldly 
living in Clerks and Prieſts, I know not 
where more conveniently to begin my dt- 
ſcourſe, then from the Apoſtle Paul (in 
whoſe temple ye are gathered together): 


. for he writing to the Romanes (and under 


their name to you) ſaith, Rom, 


TY, Colets Sermon 
Ro wm, xii, 2. 
Be not conformed to this world, 

but be ye reformed-by the renew- 
| ing of your minde , that ye may 


prove what is that good will of 


God, well-pleaſing and perfe&t. 


His the Apoſtle writ to all Chriſten 

men, but moſt chiefly ta Prieſts and 
Biſhops. Prieſts and Biſhops are the light 
of the world, For he ſaid unto them, Ye 
are the light of the world - and he ſaid alſo, 
If the light that is in you be darkneſs, how 
great is that darknef ? thats, If Prieſts 
and Biſhops (who ſhould be as lights) run 
in the dark way of the world, how dark 
then ſhall the ſecular people be ? Where- 
fore S. Paul ſaid chiefly to Prieſts and Bj- 
ſhops, Be ye not conformed to this world, but 
bz ye reformed, In which words the Apo- 
ſtle doth two things : Firſt he forbids,that 
we benot conformed to this world, and 
made carnal : and then he commands, that 
we be reformed in the ſpirit of God, and 
become ſpiritual, 


Intend- 


|. 
| 


to the (onvocation. 5 
Intending to follow this order , I ſhall 


| ſpeak firſtof Conformation, and then of 
- Retormation, Be mot conformed to this 


world, By the word world, the Apoſtle 
meaneth the ways and manner of ſecular 
living; which chiefly conſiſt in four evils of 
this world, that is, in devilliſh pride, carnal 
luſt, worldly coyetouſneſs, and ſecular bu- 
{ineſs. Theſe are in the world as S, John 
witneflech, 1 Epiſt, 2, 16, For he faith, 

All thatis in the world is cither the luſt of 
the fleſh, the Luſt of the eyes, or the pride of 
life. Theſe ſame things now are and reign 
in the Church and Eccleſiaſtical perſons; 
ſo that we may ſeem truly to ſay, All that 
is in the Church is either the luſt of the 


fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, or pride of life. 


I, And firſt to ſpeak of pride of life. 
How much greedineſs and appetite of 
honour and dignity is ſeen now adays in 
Clergy-men © How run they ( yeaalmoſt 
out of breath) from one benefice to ano- 
ther, from the leſs to the greater,from the 
lower to the higher? Who ſeerh not this, 
and who ſeeing ſforroweth not? And moſt 


. |. @f choſe which ze in theſe di2niries, carry 


their 
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their heads ſo high, and are ſo ſtately, that 
they ſeem not to be pur in the humble Bj- 


ſhop-rick of Chriſt, but rather in the high J} 


Lordſhip and power of the world ; not 
knowing, or not minding what Chriſt the 
maſter of all meekneſs {aid unto his diſci- 
ples ( whom he called to be Biſhops and 
Prieſts); The princes of the Gentiles ex- 
erciſe dominion over them, and thoſe that be 
in authority have power, but do ye not ſo, 
Wholocver will be chief among you ( highe 

7n dignity )let him be your ſervant, The ſon 
of man can not to be miniſtred unto, but t0 
miniſter, Matth, 20. 25, &c, By which 


6 SIT - 


words our Saviour doth plainly teach;that 


a prelacy in the Church , is nothing elſe 


but a miniſtration ; that an high dignity in 
an Eccleſiaſtical perſon, ought to be no- 
thing but a meek ſervice. 

2, The ſecond ſecular evilis carnal cox- 
eupiſcence, And hath not this vice grown 
and encreaſed in the Church fo far_that in 
this moſt buſie age;the far greater number 
of Prieſts minde nothing but what doth 
delight and pleaſe their ſenſes? They give 


themſelyes to feaſts & otiog ons 
their 


. 


0 = R207 


tt my ag © 
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to the (onvocation« ; 
their time in vain babling, are addited to 
hunting and hawking, and in a word 


| drowned in the delights of this world; di- 
-ligent onely in progeing for thoſe luſts 
they ſet by. Againſt which ſort of men - 
S. Jude exclaims in his Epiſtle, ſaying, 70 


unto them which have gone the way of Cain: 
they are fonl and beaſtly, feaſting in their 
meats , without fear feeding themſelves ; 
flouds of the wilde ſea, foaming out their 
own ſhame: unto whom the ſlorm of darkneſs 


 # reſerved for everlaſting, 


3. Covetonſneſs is the third ſecular evil, 
which S. John calls the /zſ# of the eyes,and 
S. Paul, zdolatry, This abominable peſti- 


1 lence hath ſoentred into the minds of al- 


moſt all Prieſts, hath ſo blinded the eyes 
of their underſtanding, that we ſee no- 
thing but that which ſeems to bring unto 
us ſome gain. What other thing ſeek we 
now adays in the Church, except fat be- 


nefices, ani high promotions © And jr 


were weil if we minded the duty of thoſe 
when we have them : but he that hath 
many great benefices, min.'s not the office 


of one {mall one; and in theſe high pro- 


motions, 
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motions, what other thing do we paſs up- 
on, but onely our tithes and rents? We 
care not how vaſt our charge of ſouls be, 


how many or how great benefices we take; ' 


ſo they be of large value, Oh covetouſ- 
neſs, covetouſneſs ! S; Paul juſtly called 
thee the root of all evil, Of thee cometh 
this = heaping of benefices upon benefi- 
ces. Of thee ſo great penſions aſſigned; 
from many benefices reſigned, Of thee 
ſo much tuing for tithes, for offerings, for 
mortuaries, for delapidations, by the right 
and title of the Church : For which 
things we contend as eagerly as for our 
lives. O covetouſneſs ! of thee it comes 
that theſe viſitations of Biſhops are ſo 


chargeable. Of thee the corruptneſs of.. 


Courts, and theſe daily new inventions, 
wherewith the poor filly people are ſo 
vexed, Of thee cometh the beſyte and 
wantonneſs of * officials, O covetoul(- 
neſs ! mother of all iniquity ; of thee 


comes this tervent ſtudie of 0rdizaries- 


to dilate their juriſdictions; of thee comes 
this peeviſh and raging contention in Or- 


dinaries; of thee infinuation of teſtaments;: 
of * 


| that warreth 


to the ( onvecation. 9 


of thee the undue ſequeſtration of fruits;' 
of thee comes the ſuperſtitious obſervari- 
on of all choſe laws that ſound to an 
lacre ; ſetting aftde, and deſpiſing thoſ. 
that concern the amendment of manners, 
What ſhould I rehearſe thereſt £ To be 
ſhort ( and to conclude at one word ) all 
corruptneſs, all the decay of the Church, 
all the offences and ſcandals of the world, 
come from the covetouſneſs of the prieſts: 
according to that of S. Paul, which here I 
repeat again, and beat into your ears,Cove= 
tou[neſs 15 the root of all evil, 

* 4. The fourth ſecular evil that ſpotteth 


-the face of the Church, is continual ſecular 


occupation ; wherein Prieſts and Biſhops 


-| nowadays do buſte themſelves, becoming 


the ſervants rather of men then God , 
the warriours rather of this world, then of 
Jeſus Chriſt, For the Apoſtle Paul wri- 
teth to Timothy ( 2 Epiſt, ii, 3.) that no 
man who is a good ſouldier of Chriſt, of 

for God, enrangleth himſelf 
with the affairs of this life , is turmoiled 
with ſecular bufine(s, The warfare of Gods 


4, fouldier , is not carna), bur ſpiritual. Our 


warring 
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warring 1s to pray devoutly, to read and. 
ſtudy Scriptures diligently, to preach the, 
word of God ſincerely, to adminiſter the 


H, Sacraments rightly, and offer ſacrifice * 
for the people. For we are mediatours and 
interceſſours unto God for men: which |. 


S.Paul witnefſeth writing to the Hebrews, 
Every Biſhop, ſaith he, taken of men, is or- 


aained for men in thoſe things that be unto 


God, that he may offer zifts and ſacrifices for 
ſens, tate thoſe Trig {ws 
were the firſt Prieſts and Biſhops, did {o 
much abhor all manner of meddling in ſe- 
cular things, that they would not miniſter 


the meat that was neceſſary to poor peo-: | 


ple; although it were a great work of ver- 


tue: but they faid, 13 7s not meet that we | 
ſhould leave the word of God and ſerve ta- 
bles, we will give our ſelves continually ta | 


prayer and preaching the word of God, A&., 
vi. 2,4, AndS, Paul cryes tothe Corin- 
thians, 1 Epiſt, vi, 4. 1f you have judge- 
ments of things pert aininz to this life, ſet 
them to be judges that be moſt in contempt in 


the Church, Many evils doubtleſs do en: | 


ſue from this ſecularity , when Clergie- 
men 


t0 the Convocation: It 
menand Prieſts ( leaving all ſpirituality ) 


| turmoyl themſelves with earthly occu- 


pations, 
I, Firſt, the dignity of Prieſthood: is 
dihonoured, which is greater then either 


that of Kings or Emperoutrs , equal with 


the dignity of Angels, But the bright- 
neſs of this great dignity is {ore ſhadowed, 
when Prieſts are employed in earthly 
things, whoſe converſation ought to be 
in heaven, 

2, Secondly , Prieſthood is deſpiſed, 
when there is no difference between ſuch 


. Prieſts and Lay-people; bur according to 
the propheſie of Hoſea, As the people be, 


ſo arc the prieſts, 

3. Thirdly , the beautifu}l order and 
holy dignity in the Church is confuſed, 
when the higheſt in the Church do med- 


| de with vile and earchly things; and in 


their ſtead vile and abject perſons do ex- 
eciſe high and heavenly things. 


. 4. Fourthly, the lay-people have great | 
occaſion offered them of evils, and cauſe 


to fall; when thoſe men whoſe duty it is 


todraw others from the affection of this 


B 2 world, 
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world.” do by their continual converſation 
;n' this world ,, teach men to love the 


world; and by the love of the world caſt,| 


them down headlong into hell. 
Moreover;in ſuch Prieſts that be ſo em- 
ployed, there muſt needs follow hypocti- 
fie. For when they be ſo mixed and con- 
{uſed with lay-people, under the garment 
and habit of a Prieſt, they live Py af- 
ter the lay-faſhion, And through ſpiritual 
weakneſs, bondage, and fear (being made 
weak with the waters of this world) th 
dare neither do nor 'fay any , but ſuch 


things as they know to be pleaſing and 


oratefull to their Princes ears. Ar laſt, | 


through ignorance and blindne(s ( when 
they areblinded with the darkneſs of this 
world ) they ſee nothing but earthly 
things, Wherefore our Saviour Chriſt 
( not without cauſe ) did warn the Pre- 
hres of his- Church in this manner; Take 
heed to your ſelwves,leſt at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with gluttony and drunkew 
neſs,and the cares of thirworld, Luk .xxi. 34, 
The cares, ſaith he, of this world; where- 
with when the hearts of Prieſts being ſore. 

charged, 
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charged; they cannot minde the other life, 
nor life up their ſouls to high and heaven- 


Jy things, There be many other evils be- 


ide theſe that' tollow of the ſecularity-of 
Prieſts, which were long here torchearſe: 
but I make an end; 
 Theſebe the tour evils thatTI have ſpo- 
ken of ( O Fathers, O Prieſts) by which 


| we: are conformable to-this - world, b 


which the face of the Church is made ill - 
tavoured , by. which the ſtate of it 
5.deſtroyed ; nuch more-truly-chen it was 
in the beginning by the perſecution of #9- 
rants, or afterward by theinvaſion of he- 


- reticks that! followed, Forin the perſecu- 


tion of tyrants, the Church:-heing afiit- 
ed, was made ſtroagerandhrigheer; in the 
invaſion of hereticks, the Church being 
ſhaken, was made wiſer and more skilfull 
In holy writ : . but:{ince this ſecularity was 
brought in, ſince. the worldly manner .of 
living crept in among Church-men , the 
xoot of all ſpiritual lite ( that is, chartie ) 
hath been extin: which being taken a- 
way» the Church can neither. be wife nor 
ſtrong in God, Abs" oa 
| B 3 In 
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In this age we are ſenſible of the con- 
tradiCtion of lay-people, But they are not 


ſo much contrary to us, as we are to our .|, 


ſelves. Their contrarineſs hurteth not us 
fo much, as the contrarineſs of our own 
evil life; which-is contrary both to God 
and Chriſt ; who ſaid , He that is not with 
me is againſt me, We arealſo now adays 
troubled with hereticks ( men1ntoxicated 
with ſtrange opinions ) but the hereſies of 
them are not fo peſtilent and pernicious to 
us and the people, as the naughty lives of 
Prieſts, which (if we beleeve S.Bernard) is 
a-kinde of hereſie ; nay, the chief of all,and 


moſt perillous,For that holyFather preach- ||: 


ing inacertain Convocation to the Prieſts 
of his time, had theſe words in his ſermon: 
Many men are Catholick in their ſpeaking 


and preaching, which are hereticks in their 
works and ations. For what the hereticks do 


by evil teaching, the ſame do theſe men by 
#l example; viz. they lead the people ont of 
the right way, and bring them intoerrour of 
life, And theſe men are ſo much worſe then 
bereticks, by how much their works prevail 


more then their words, Thisthat holy Fa-. - 


ther 


_ — 
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ther S, Bernard ſpoke, with a fervent ſpi- 
it, againſt the {e& of evil Prieſts in his 


,| time. By which words he ſheweth plain- 


ly, that there be two kinds of herefies ; 
one ariſing from perverſe teaching, 8& the 
other from naughty life: of which rwo this 
latter is far worſe, and more' perillous 3 
reigning (now) in Prieſts, who do not live 
like themſelves : nor prieſtly , but ſe- 
cularly, to the utter and miſerable deſtru- 
&ion of the Church of God: -Wherefore 
you Fathers, yop Prieſts, and all you of 


| the Clergy at laſt rouzeand look up from 


this your ſleep in this forgerfull world;and 


|- being well awaked, hear S.- Paul crying 


unto you , Be ye not conformed to this 
world, Thus much for the firſt part. 
Now let us come to the ſecond vw 
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11. Of Reformation. 
But be ”e reformed by the re-* 


newing of your minde. 


[He ſecond thing that S, Paul 
commandeth., is, That we be 
reformed by the renewing of our 
|  wiinde, that we may prove what 
is that good will of God, well-pleaſing and 
perfecF, Let us bereformed in thoſe vi- 


ces which bein uscontrary -to thoſe ver- | 


tues I mentioned even.now ; that is, to 


meekneſs ,' to ſobrietie , to. charity , to - 
ſpiritual occupation : that: ( as the ſaid 


S. Paul writeth unto. Titus ) Denying all 


#17 odds and worldly luſts, we may live | 


ſoberlyWMehticouſly, and vertuouſly in this 
preſent world, 
This reformation and reſtoring of the 


Churches eſtate muſt needs Þ begin of you 


our Fathers , and fo follow in us your 


Prieſts, and in all the Clergy, You are 
the heads, you are an example of living to - 
us; upon you we look as upon marks of . 


our 


_— 


to the Convocation. ly 


our diretion, In you and jn your lives 
we deſire to read (as in lively books) how, 
and after what manner we ought to live; 


wherefore if you will conſider , and pull - 


out the motes that bein our eyes, firſt caſt 


« out the beam out of- your own eyes, *Tis 


an old proverb , Phyſician heal thy ſelf ; 
Let me beſeech you, ſpiricual Pie 


firſt to take your ſelves this purgation of 


manners, and then afterwards offer us the 
{ame to take. i 71 
Now the way whereby the-Church may 


| bereformed into a better faſhion, is 0s to 


make new laws + there -be-already laws 


|-enough, if not too many, - Nothing is new 


wder the ſun, as faith Solomon, Eccl.1.9. 


For the evids. thatare now in the Church, 


were before in:times paſt ;; and there is no 
fault cominitted among us,-for which:our 
fare-farhers have not provided very-good 


 remedies.. . There are no-treſpaſles, bur 


there beremedies againſt the in the-body 
of the Canon law, *'Tis not needfull then 
that zew laws, and zew conſtitutions: be 
made, but that thoſe whichare made al- 


| ready be well kept and put jn execution, 


W here 
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Wherefore, I pray you , let thoſe canons 
and laws which are made be called for, and 


rehearſcd before you, in this your aflem-., | tf 


bly : thoſe canons I mean thart reſtrain 
vice, and thoſe that further vertue, 

Firſt, let thoſe'canons be rehearſed, that 
do warn you, O Fathers, © zot to lay hands 
ſuddenly on any'man; not to be too facile in 
admitring into holy Orders, For here lies 
the original and ſpring-head ofall our miſ- 
chiefs, that the gate of Ordination is too 
broad, the entrance too wide and open; |-' 
every man thar offers himſelf is admitted 
every where without putting back, Hence 


comes it that we have {uch a multitude of }-k 


' prieſts, who have little learning and leſs 
piety, In my judgement, it is not enough 
for .a prieſt to conſtrue a colle&, to put 
fortha queſtion, to anſwer a ſophiſm; bur 
an honeſt, a pure, 4 holy life is much more 
neceſſary » approved manners, competent 
learning in holy:Scripture, ſome know- 
ledge of the Sacraments, Burt chiefly and| 
above all things, the fear of God and love | 
heavenly life, 
Let the canons be- rehearſed , which! 
| com-| | 


14 ked: that ſeek nothing among the laity 
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command thar 4 benefices of the Church 
be given onely to thoſe that are worthy, & 


. | that promotions be made by the right ba- 


lance of vertue, not by neareſt 4 kinred or 
carnal affedF:op , or acception of perſons': 
whereby it happeneth now adays, rhar 
boyes , and fools, and ill-livers do reign 
and rule in the Church,in ſtead of o/d men, 
and wiſe, and good, Ro” 2 

To this end, let the canons be rehearſ- 
ed; which forbid and oppoſe the dirr of 


*$Fimony, Which corruption, which in- 


fe&tion, which. cruel and deteſtable peſti- 
lence, doth now creep abroad like a can- 


1-ker in the minds of Prieſts;{othat in theſe 


days many are not afraid, by entteaty and 
ſervile atrendances , by rewards and pro- 


miſes , to procure to themſelves great 
dignities. Tg 


Ler the canons be rehearſed, that com- 
mand perſonal * reſtdence of Curates in their 
Churches; For of this many evils grow, 
becauſe all Offices now adays are perform- 
ed by Vicars and Pariſh-prieſts; yea, and 
thoſe fooliſh and unmeer, oftentimes wic- 


but 
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but filthy lucre, whereof cometh occaſion 
of evil hereſies, and ill chriſtendome in 
the people. | - 

Ler the canons be rehearſed , which 
concern the lives of you Fathers, and the 
noneſty of us Prieſts: which forbid a cler- 
gie-man to meddle in 5 merchandiſe , that 
he be no Þ #{urer, no* hunter, no common 
k gamer Or player , that:-he bear no! wea- 

0, : s %.43. 
, The canons that forbid clergy-men to 
haunt * taverns; that forbid them to have 
ſuſpected familiarity with women, The ca | 
nonsthat command ſobriety, moderation 
in ” apparel, and, temperance in adorning | - 
the body, -- : 

And to, my Lords, theſe Monkes, 
Prebends, and Religious men, let the c& 
nons be rehearſed, which command them 
to go the ſtraight way - that leads to hea- 
ven, leaving the broad way. of the world: 
which command them. not to turmoil 
themſelves in buſineſs, neither " ſecular nor 
other : which command that they do not 
*layplots.}* ſow in Princes Courts for earth- 
ly .chings. For it is decreed in the firſt} q; 

a Councel| 


|. days; that they of ficiate in their own jor 


035, 6 
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Tex ws- Councel of Calcedon,That 
Ws Toceeu 3, Monkes oght- onely to give 
&c.Can.4.8 7, themſelves to prayer & faſt- 
ine, and to the chaſtizing of the fleſh, and 
obſerving of their rules. | 

Above all things, let the canons be re- 
hearſed that appertain to you, my Reve- 
rend Fathers and Lord-biſhops; laws con- 
cerning your juſt and Þ canonical eleftion in 
the Chapters of your churches,calling up- 
on the holy Ghoſt, For becauſe thoſe ca- 
nons are not obeyed now adays (but Pre- 


* || lates are choſen oftentimes more by the 


favour of men, then by the grace of God) 


|- hence truly it comes to paſs, that we have 


not {eldome Biſhops who have little ſpi- 
rituality in themzmen rather worldly then 
heavenly, {avouring more the ſpirit of this 
world, then the ſpirit of Chriſt, 

Let the canons be rehearſed of the 
* reſudence of Biſhops in their Dioceſſes; 
which command that they look diligently 
tothe health of ſouls, that they ſow the 
word of God, that they ſhew themſelves 
in their Churches , art leaſt on great holy- 
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ſons, and do ſacrifice for their people, that 
they hear the cauſes and matters of poor 
men; that they ſuſtain fatherleſs children 
and widows, and exerciſe themſelves in 
works of vertue, | 

Let the canons be rehearſed concerning 
the right beſtowing of the ? patrimonie of 
Chriſt : the canons which command that: 
the goods of the Church be ſpent not.in 
coſtly building, not in ſumptuous apparel 
and pompes, not in feaſting and banquet- 
ing, not in exceſs and wantonnels , not in. 
q enriching of. kinsfolk, not in keeping of 
hounds; bur in things profitable and ne- 
ceſlary for the Church. For when S$, Au- 
ouſtine the Monk ( once Biſhop of Eng- 
land) asked Pope Gregory, how the Bi- 
ſhops and Prelates in England ſhould 
ſpend their goods, which were the offer- 
ings of faichfull people; the ſaid Pope an- 
{wered (and his anſwer is put into the de- 
Crees, cap. 12, queſt, 2,) That the goods of 


the Biſhops ought to be divided into four 


parts;whereof one part ought to be for the Bi- 
ſhop and his houſhold, another to his poorer 
Clergie-men', the third to repair and up- 

hold 
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hold his tenements , the fourth to poor. 
people, | 

| Let the Canons be rehearſed ( yea, and 
that oftentimes ) which take away the. 


filthineſs and corruption of your " Courts, . 
| which take away thoſe daily new-found 


crafts for lucre: which effectually pull a- 
way this foul covetouſneſs , which is the 
ſpring and cauſe of all the evils that we 
fel the fountain of all iniquitie, 

Laſtly, let thoſe canons and conſticuti- 


| ons of our fore-fathers be renewed, which 
| concern the celebration of © Councels;which 


appoint Provincial Synods to be oftener 


uſed for the Reformation of the Church, 


Becauſe there never happens any thing 


* | more hurcfull ro the Church of Chriſt, 


then the lack of Councels, both general 


and provincial, 
| Whentheſe Canons are rehearſed (and © 


ſuch others as concern us: and the © corre- 
ion of our manners ) nothing will be 
lacking, but that the ſame be pur. in exe- 
cution with all authority and power, That 


| once( {eeing we havea law) we live ac- 
corcing to the law, For which things, 
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with all due reverence, I call chiefly upon | 


you Fathers ( for this execution of the ca- 
nons, and obſerving of the conſtitutions, 
muſt needs begin at you ) that ye may * 
teach us Prieſts to follow you, by lively ex- 


amples: or elſe truly it will be ſaid of you, | 


They lay grievous burdens upon other mens 
Fs tþ but they themſelves will not as much 
as touch them with their little finger ,Matth, 
XX!ll, 4, 

For indeed if yon keep the laws , and 
firſt reform your own lives to the rules of 


the canon-laws, then ſhall ye giveus light | 
(in which we may ſee what is to be done |. 
on our part) that is to a the lighr off. 


your good example. And we feeing our 
Fathers ſo keep: the laws, will gladly fol- 
low their ſteps, | 


The Clergie and Spiritual men being 


thus once reformed in the Church , wel 
may then with a juſt order proceed to the 
reformation of the * laities part: which| 
rruly will be very eaſily done if webe firſt 
reformed our ſelves, For the body fol- 
lows the foul, and fuch as the Rulers ut 


che' city be, ſuch are the inhabirants| os, 


Where: 


fol- 
S i 
nt 
eres 


ON 


:7 
| | Wherefore if Prieſts that have the charge 
| of ſouls be good, the people will Araighe 


eo the Convocation; 


be good too, Our goodneſs will teach 
chem far more clearly and effe&tually to 


| be good , then all other teachings and 


 preachings whatſoever : our goodneſs 
ſhall compe# them into the right way, 
truly more powerfully , then all your 
ſuſpenſions, excommunications, and cur- 


| ſings. 


Wherefore if ye will have the lay- 
people to live after your wiſh and will, 
firſt live you your {elves after the will of 
God, and fo (truſt me) ye ſhall efte& in 
them whatſoever ye would, 
Yewould be obeyed by them: and tis 


-] fit ye-ſhould ( for theſe are the words of 


S, Paul to the lay-people , Heb. xiii, 17, 
Obey them that have rule over you, and ſub- 
| mit your ſelves:) Butif you will have this 

obedience ; firſt: do you perform within 
your ſelves that which is the reaſon and 
cauſe why they ought to obey you, whictt 
the ſaid S. Paul teacheth ( and it follows 
inthe text ) vis. Take you heed diligently 


þ as thoſe that muſt give a reckoning for their 
C 


ſouls, 
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ſouls, 'and they will obey you, | 
Ye would be honoured of the people: 


and reaſon good ( for S.. Paul writes to, 


Timothy, that the Prieſts who rule well are 
worthy of double honaur, eſpecially they who 
labour in the word and teaching, 1 Tim, iu, 
17.) Burt if you deſire to be honoured, 
firſt look that you rule well, and that you 
labour jn word and teaching: and then 
ſhall che people have you in a// honour, 

Ye would reap their carnal things, . and 
- gather tithes and offerings without con- 
tention; and it is very fit ( for S, Paul wri- 
ting to the Romanes, ſaith, 7t i their duty 
to miniſter unto you in carnal things, Rom, 
XV. 27, ) But you ought firſt to ſow your: 
ſpiritual things , & then ye ſhall reap plen- 
tifully their carnal things : For truly that 
man 1s very hard and unjuſt, that will reap 
where he never did ſow, and deſires to ga- 
ther where he never ſcattered, 

Ye would have the Churches libertie, 
and not be drawn before ſecular Judges, 
this alſo is reaſonable ( for it is in the 
Pſalms , Touch wot mine anointed, Pal, 


CV, I5,) But if ye deſire this libertie,} 


fir 
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firſt unlooſe your ſelves from the world! 


"| bondage, from trucking with the world, 


and from the vile ſervices of men; and lifr 
up your {elves to the true libertie, the ſpj 
ritual libertze of Chriſt; place your hearts 
and. aft<&tjons upon his ſervice which is 
perfet freedome, ſerve you God, and 
reign in him : And then (beleeve me) the 
people will not touch the anointed of 


their Lord God, i 


Ye would be out of buſineſs, in reſt and 
peace ; and that is convenient: Bur if ye 
would have peace, return to the God of 


| peace and love. Come again to Chriſt 
(in whom is true peace, which paſſeth all 
| underſtanding ) come again to your ſelves, 


and to your prieſtly living. And (to make 
an end) as S, Paul faith, Ze ye reformed by 
the renewing of your mine, that ye may [a- 
vour the things that be of God, and the peace 
of God ſhall be with yos. 

| Thus haye I recited to you ( Reverend 
Fathers, and right famous men)the = 
culars which I thought- fir to be ſpoke 
for the reformation of Eccleſiaſtical affairs. 


[ truſt you will take all(ourt of your gentle- 
+ - neſs) 
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neſs) in good part, If peradventureit be 


thought thar I have paſſed my bounds in|. 
this ſermon, or have {aid any thing out qf|) 
temper, forgive it mezand ye ſhall forgive] 


man ſpeaking out of meer zeal,a man hear- 
zily lamenting the decay of the Church: 


and conſider the thing it ſelf, not regard-| Y 


ing any fooliſhneſs, Conſider the nuſera- 
ble condition and ſtate of the Church, 
and endeavour your ſelves with all your 
ſouls and abilities to reform it. 


Suffer not , Fathers, this your great | r 


Convocation to depart in vain; {ſuffer nor 
this your congregation to be for no end, 


Truly ye are gathered oftentimes toge--|-| 


ther, bat (by your favour to ſpeak the 
truth) I ſee not yet what good cometh of 
your aſſembling, namely to the Church, 
Go ye now in the Spirit that ye have 
called upon, that by the help of it ye may 
in this your Councel finde out,decree,and 
ordain thoſe things that may be profitable 
to the Church, a praiſe unto Tow, and an 
honour to God; unto whom be all honour 
and glory now and for ever, Amen, 


The End. 


\ 
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TT'is now my publick' folemn Pzr1-: 


TIon both-ro God and man, Thar 
1 the power of the keys, and the exerciſe. 
of that power , > the due-uſe of confir- 
mation, and -( previous to that) 3 exami- | 
nation and triall of youth, +a ſtri& ſearch 
into the mariners, and tempers, and ſuffi- 
ciencies of thoſe that are to-be admitted 


-|-into holy Orders, and 5 to be licentiate 


for publick preachers, -< the viſi,ation of 
each- pariſh in each Dioc®ſs, and ; the ex- 


erciſe of Church diſcipline upon all of- 


fenders, together with 3 painfull, mature, 
and ſober preaching , and 9 catechizing, 
10 ſtudies of all kinds and parts of Theo- 
logical learning - ( languages, controyver- 
ies, writings of the ſchools, and Caſuiſts, 
&c, ) may be ſofar taken into conſidera- 
tion by our Law-wax zxs and ſo far con- 
ſidered in the collating of Church prefer- 
C 3 ments 


30 to the Convocation. 
menits and dignities: So nuch of duty re- 
quired in Clergy-men, and ſo little ler ar- 
bitrary or at large, that every Church pre-: 


ferment in this kingdome,mayhave ſucha" 


due burden annexed to it;that no ignorant 
perſon ſhali be able, no lazy or luxurious 
perſon: willing or forward: to undergo. iy 


Gonfiderations of preſent ,uſe concerning | 


Church-covernment, pag, 12, printed by 
R, Royſton, 1644, '- þ 


. The ſame:Þ* Hammond 3» tis third ſer-. 


j 


mon, p. 74: printed-1649, hath theſe words: 
Shall one take wp 4 ſnarc fromthe carth, and 
fake nothing it; all? Atmos ui. 5. that- is, 


Shall God remove'his judgements from a]. 


nation, while the-ſins are ſtill ar high wa- 
ter-<. Infallibly he willnot doit, 1t he do, 


<is a ſad preſage that his ſoft hand is but | 
abſolute deſercion ; the leaving us to' out,|, 
| ſelves, is the giving. us up. to our bloudieſt 


enemies, that unſeaſonable heaven is the 
far worſe Tgphet of the twain, | 


- Let but the preſent -calamities work þ 


the cure on us, and then all the Canaans in 


the world are ready at hand to perfect it; | 
the old flouriſhing Eneland,hid under that | 


heap 
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heap of thunderbolts, is ready to be our 
bath & palsſtra once again, to retreſh and 
confirm what was thus acquired,and to be- 
'get awhole treaſure of health in us, But 1] 
then, proſperity is quite beſide the purpoſe, a 
mere ignorant Emperick preſcription , 
which hath nothing of purging or medi- 
| cinal in it, Should it be adminiſtred , it 
would never reform or convertany, - 
The beaſt that is not tamed or hum- 
bled by the whip or goad, the rich paſture 
in all reaſon will never break or work on. 
The libertie of the field is a new tempta- 
tion; & that plenty ſtrengthens for a ſtur- 


| dier reſiſtance : and both libertie and 


plentie,reſpite and peace are apt to be mi- 
ſtaken for a reward of former ſtubborn- 
neſles , far fhiom any reſtraint of them. 


1. Will you ſeethis exemplified in the moſt 


eminent ſtories of deliverances and pro- 
ſperities that the Scripture takes notice 
of . that will enforce the concluſion 4 ma- 


1 Jori? You have Lot of Sodom, and Noah 


of the old world, ( the remnant preſerved 
from that double deluge of fire and water) , 
as ſoon as they are landed in their fair 
C 4 havens, - 
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hayens, the ſame calm ſhipwracks both, 

and their praſperity is branded in holy 

Writ, for the mother of their two beſtial, 
{1ns, znceſÞ and drunkenneſs. Look: back 

' fromthence to Eden; 8 there that happy 

at once and innocent pair,are not by plenty. 
ſecured from coveting, 8&c, Paz. 78. The 
Hermires indeed in Theodoſius the 
youngers. time, left theit ſolitude , and 
came to ſtudy pertection in the Kings pa- 
Jace; bur ſure it was becauſe they were 
(or elſe conceived themſelves tobe ) ad: | | 
vanced toa ſpiritual hejght , and ſo came 
Qut to practiſe in theſe agoyes, that js, not 
becauſe there were conceived to be leſs, : 
but more temptations. And yet even for 
{uch, I ſhould not be over-forward to 
commend.the defign,. Without queſtion 
the till privacy had been the more pru- | 
dent courſe, For ſo Licetus that tells us 
of ſome lamps which under ground con- 
tinued for 1600 years, concludes his ob- 
ſervation , that as ſoon as ever they- were 
bronzht forth into open air, they went out im- 
megately, And 1 need not tell you, how 
Faany zealous , burning, or: far-ſhining \« 
vortls 
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yotaries the world hath had, whoſe im- 
priſoned , retired, cloyſtered piety hath 
done {o too, And donot think that ir is 
an appetite to other mens poſſeſſions, or 
an inf1djous praifing of a loſt treaſure(that 


| ſo they thar have taken it yy returnit 


again) if I tell you(thax which it is nor theſe 
times haye raught me) That affluence 
and abundance of riches, of eaſe, or even 
peace it ſelf, is generally no ſafe commo- 
dity ; There is nor one' of a hundred bur 


- | is leſs Chriſtian for it, Feſharun waxed 


fat, and kicked, &c. 
And a little after , urging us to repen- 


| tance and reformation of our manners under 


the red, he [aith thus, Till ſomewhat be 
done this way (MORE then hitherto hath 


| been done) peace may hover over our 
| heads ( expreſs its willingneſs to light up- 


on us) but ad candida tefta columbe, that 
dove will not enter or dwell where purity 
hath not prepared a room for her; or if ſhe 
ſhould ſo unlearn her own humour, *twere 
danger ſhe would turn vultur, that moſt 
deſirable bleffing would prove our fataleſt 


curſe; leaye usin and to a ſtate of all im- 


punities, 
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purities, ' to deprecate and curſe thoſe 
mercies that have betrayed us to ſuch irre- 
verſible miſeries, 

In like manner the (ame D*. Hammond concludes 


his traft of late Repent ance, thus, The onely courſe that | 


a whole SY N OD andaſfſembly of Angels could uy 
on conſultation adviſe us to ( and promile irproſperous 
forthe averting of ruine from theland ). is, ſo to im- 


rove our ſorrow above the eccappon of it (the afflitions 
; f that it may be a ſorrow fo 


chat' are upon us) as 
* fins, purely for fins : and 
then chat ſorrow bring forth 
ſuch a change of minde as 
may prove zmmutzble upon 
Gods allowing us a-time of 
reſpite, bring forth fruits of 
repentance worthy of ſuch re- 
prieval, When- the whole 
heart of this kingdome ( or 
of that part of it that ſtill 
cleaves to the houſe of Da- 
vid ) is thus ſmicten,and re- 
ally affeted by Gods rod 
(ſo thar He to whom all 
things are naked, may pro- 
nounce it a fincere' hearty 
change ) ben will there be 
a place of hope, aſſured hope: 
then may the Prieſt inter- 
cede with confidence, Spare 
thy people, O Lord, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach; 
and the Hearer of Prayers 
will be obliged by that his 
eicle to anſwer that impor- 


* Sume of theſe fins he 
names in his ſermons, as p, 
174. Swearing , adultery, 
drunkenneſs , heartleſs and 
zeal-leſs b:haviour in the 


houſe of God, What cold ad-1 


dreſſes, what x1 ndring eyes 
& thoughts, what yawningin 
ſtead of ſighingout our pars 
of it ,* whar abſolute ind: fle- 
rence ( if God will take our 


witneſs ) whether we be] + 


heard orno ? 

Thus in. the Preface to bi 
Vindication of the Liturgic, 
Set. 8. be ſaith, Ourſ 
long abuſe of this ſocontins 
eda mercy ( of enjoying th 


- 


Common-Prayer ) our want 


of diligence in eſſembli 
0zr ſelves together (che too 0 
dinary fault of too many d 
the beſt of us) onr gene 
ſcandalous, &inexcuſabledi 
obedience to the comma 
of the Church (which 
quire that Service tobeuſlt 
conſtantly in publick even 
day ) the vanity of prurie 
Congues, and itching ea 
which are ſtill thirſting ne 
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tunity. Bur till this Rod of . andvarie 3 but ABOVE 


the Lord be thus heard, all 4 LL, the want of ardour - 


bo — ' andfervencie in the perfor- 
hope in God for mercy tothe mance of this vreſcribed ſer- 


land, or for victory ( though vice,theadmittingofall ſecu- 


to the juſteſt cauſe that ever lar company I mean worldly 
- man eſpouſed ) will be little thoughts) into irs preſence, 


> referring all ſecular buſi- 
better en pr eſt umprion, aw) be fore itz the general ir- 
reverence and indifference in the celebrations, miy wellbe 
m_—_ to have encouraged Satan to his expetivir, to the prefer- 
ring; his petition to God, and his importunity at lengrh tohaye 

rovoked God todeliver up our Liturgie to him and his mini- 
46k forthem to oppoſe and malign,to calimniate 8& defame,and 
at laſt ro gain the countenanceot an Ordinance.to condemn and 
execute ir, The Lord be-mercifult ro them thar have yeelded to 
beinſtramental ro thatgrear deftroyer in this bufineG. Thus D*, 
Hammond, .A14d are we not as bad, or worſe in all this now ther 
formerly? Are not maiy of thoſe who pretended 16 years together, 10 


tn .and pray for the reſtoring of our Liturgy, now as negligent in co- 


mmrg 10 it, and as hey-cold in deuotion when they do come 10-ity as 
any other whoſoever ? Butlet us return to D'. Hammonds Sermons. 


Pag.100, Till this [reformation of life] 


be done, every minute we breathe we ſuck 


in poyſon, we run upon all the ſpears and 
carinons in the world. Nay, if God ſhould 
hear us before wwe have anſwered him ,. if 


mercy ſhould interpoſe; before repentance 


and reformation make us capable of it ; 
that very mercy were to be deprecated as 


the greateſt judgement in the world, a 
kinde of hell of deſertion, a | why ſhould ye 


be [mitten any more? ] a not vouchſating 
us the medicinal ſtripes, a delivering us up 


'to our ſelves,as to the fataleſt revenge- 


fulleſt 


fulleſt executioners, God may ſpare us in 
wrath, relieve us in fury, give us a treache- 


rozs {ettlement, a palliate peace, the ſad- ,|. 


deſt preſage and fore-runner imaginable, 
And ſuch it is ſure to be jf the ſurface of 
the fleſh be healed, before the 240 xapsine, 
the depthof the wound in the heart be 
ſearched and mollified ; if God repent 
before we repent. And againſt ſuch mer- 
cies we have more reaſon to pray, then a- 
gainſt all the TU Tels and inteſtine flames 
(all the Tophets, and purgatories , and 
hells ) that x fury of men or devils can 
kindle within our coaſts, The ſame mo- 


tive that madeS. Baſil call for his fewer |- 


again ( to wit, if the recovering of his 
health were the reflouriſhing of his pride ) 
may move us to pray for the continuance 
of this State-feaver , till our impenitent 
hearts be humbled, 

I will make you my Confeſſours,; Til 
this Kingdome be really and viſibly the 
better for ſtripes, I cannor ( without ſome 
regrets, ſome fears of uncharitableneſs) 
pray abſolutely for peace for it. 


Lo:d purge us, Lord cleanſe us with } 


thy 
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thy ſharp infuſions; Cure and heal our 
ſouls by theſe cauſticks of thine ; and then 


, thou mayſt ſpare that charge, pour in thy 


wine and oyl in ſtead of them: Bur till 
then, Domine, nolumus indulgentiam hanc, 
Lord, we are afraid of thy indulgence, we 
are undone if thou be too. mercjfull : we 
tremble to think of our ſad condition, if 
thou ſhouldſt give over thy cure too early; 
if thou ſhouldſt tear off our plaiſters and 
our fleſh together , reſtore our Alouriſhing 


before thou haſt humbled and changed 


our {ouls, | 
Thus he ends his Jones [ermon: andin 


. like manner he ends his laſt, p.257. 261, 


ſaying, I ſhall trom hence be able to pro- 
nounce dogmartically , that ſhould ſuch a 
fare befall us ( either the Nation in ge- 
neral, orany of us in particular) that is, 
ſhould there bea reſpite of the rod, be- 
fore any laying down of the ſins that cal- 
led for it ( a ceflation of arms betwixt 
heaven and earth , before a ceſſation of 
hoſtilities between earth and heaven) this 
were as the laſt, ſo the worſt of evils;a calm 


. to be dreaded beyond all che loudeſt tem- 


peſts, 


38 B?. Andrews 

peſts. What would this prophetick Saint have 
ſaid, if he had lived two moneths longer, 
who writ all this near twenty years ſince ? 

I ſhall conclude all with the words of 
Biſhop Andrews, in his Conciones ad Cle- 
7111, pag. 14. - Nos ipft ſumus, & apud 
nos hic multi (unt qui [acra devorant, Nans 
(quod non nemo e nobis facit) per otium 
& ienaviam hic fucorum inſtar obtorpe- 
fcere, bonas horas male 'perdere, Inxu dif- 
flucre,comeſſationibus, ludis, nueis, vacare, 
hec facere, & tamen ex its que ſacris uſi- 
bus dicata ſunt , nos [azinare , id demun 
eſt ex Chriſti ſententia 19-9296, devora- 
re, & dilapidare paternam rem, 

Props adhuc accedam: Prioris illins(fa- 
crilegit) partem magnam fluxiſſe a nobis 
hinc: 1deo ab alients ſacra vorantur, quia 
Vorantur 4 nobis, Perinde enim ibs Ii 
cere res ſacras legere, rem ſacram neel:- 
gere ac nobis, Et quidem ( quod valdt 
Vereor)- Qui nunc tondent lanam , pellem 
cums lana deglubent ; qui nnnc arroaun 
Eccleſie boua plenis tandem faucibus ab- 
[ument, niſt detur 4 Deo nobis mens melioy, 
_ .Pag; 29,” Et eſt in vobis cura, eſt attentio 
MOM veſtri, 


= 


AN 


( oncio ad Clerum. 39 
ueſtri, quis negat ? Satis enim Vos vobis 
1:endere & re: veſtre, populi vox eſt ſatis 


1.Jos ſtrenue, ditandis filus, dotandis filiabus 
| atendere, &c. Attendere hoe quidems eſt,, ſed 


vereor ut Pauli fit, His text is, Af,xx,28, 
Pag. 31. Scio ego vos advertiſe Sta- 
wn hunc atque Ordinem noſtrum (' Eccleſt- 
ifticum ) non tam 4 politicis legibus, quam 
a hominum conſcientiis momentum habe- 
re atque vim ſuam : quibus niſs vos com- 
mendare in' con(pettu Dei, & in quibus 
miſs venerationem internam lucrari de- 
tur ( quam pia nobis vita conciliabit ) fru- 
ftra nobis faverit , fruſtra caverit lex ulla. 
$i remittitis hac in parte attentionem ve- 
ſtram , ſi doftrina Iudibrium eſt , ſi wita 
ſcandalum; fortaſſe non momento uno, non 
ity oculi , ſed ſenſim tamen ſeneſcet, eva- 
mſcet , tendet ad interitum Ordo wveſter , 
2 m3 a Yxbs ens x) arpenks. 
Ibid, Enimvero , nift vos wvobis hac 
parte caveatts , optimi Principts gratia , 
Procerum favor, Leeum terror diu v0- 


bis cavere non poterunt, Intelligentibus lo- 
| quor, | 


FINIS,. 
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@ Heaping of benefices.} Parkerus, Archiepiſcopus 
Cantuari 
clefia, Hanovie edito, 1605, 4g, 208. lin, 51. bac habe: 


Diximus ante a Johanne Peckam Cant. Archiepiſcops | 
Fuiſe conſtitutum, ut Clerici plura beneficia non tene-?/ 


rent, ſed uno contenti ſint: deinde, ut in beneficiis reſi. 


derent. Hujtisque conſtitutionis hzc fuit ſanfioz quod | 


fecundi beneficui apphehenſa poſleſſione, vel perceptis 
fruibus, vacaret jpſo jure primum ; tum fi poſſeſſor 


presbyter non ordinaretur, vaCaret etiam fſinili modo. 


beneficiumz 8& non reſidentes ad refidentiam moniti 
privarentur , jisque przſencandi denito ad Patronum 
redirer, 5 4 Johannis conſtitutio a Lugdunenſi Cott. 
cilio profeCta eſt, ſub Gregorio decimo celebrata, de 
quo -Polychronicon hoc verſu affirmat: 
Gregorius denus congregat omne genus. 

Decretalium Gregorii 9.1. 1. De elcitione, Of. tits. 
cap. 54. Pag. 74. edit. Francfurt, 1586. -Unde chm in 
eod=m concilio fit latutum, ut quicunque receperit ali- 
quod beneficium curam animarum Hhabens antiexam, (i 


prits tale beneficium obtinebar, eo fir ipſo jure priva: 


rus: & fi forte i]lud- retinere contenderit, etiam alio 
Ipolietur. PraxdiftuseleCtus contra hujusmodi veniens 
ſtaruta , tranſgrefſionis notam nec non cupiditatis viti- 
un(quod inaliis reprobare debuerat )ex pluralitate be. 
neficiorum incurrit,&retinendo beneficia quz non ſpe- 
Eabant ad ipſum ('clim polt receptionem alterius, prio- 
ra beneficia vacaverint ipſo jure )) rem contreAavit per 
conſequens alienam, 8 fic furtum commiſit quodam- 
modo vel rapinam. In ſuz ſalutis & multarum anima- 
rum diſpendium predi&as parochiales Eccleſtas retine- 
bat cum earum cura, qua jam privatus fuerat ipſo jure, 
adeum nullatenus pertineret ; & fic per ipſum exden 
amme damnabiliter ſunt deceptz, | 

. Tbid. 1. 3. De clericis non rcſudent, Tit. 4. cap.3- þ 418. 
Quia nonnulli modum avaritiz non imponentes, dignt- 


tates diverſas Eccichaſticas, & plures ecclefias parochi q, 


aiCs, 


15, in hbro De Antiquitate Britannice Ec. | 
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les, contra ſacrorum inſtituta_nituntur accipere, ut 


cim unum officium vix implere ſufficiant, tipendia ſibi 
yendicent plurimorum: ne1d de cztero fiat diſtrictius 


Þ inhibemus.Cimgitur eccleſia yel ecclefiaſtici minifte- 
T'riam commitri debuerit, talis ad hoc perſona queratur, 


quz reſidere in loco, & curam cus per ſeipſam yaleat 


| exercere. Quod ftaliter aCtum fuerit, & qui receperit, 


rit, largiendi poteltate priverur, 

Ibid, 1, 3. De prebeudis & dignitat, tit,5.c.5.p4g.423. 
Qua in tantum quorundam procefſit ambitio, ut non 
duas vel tres, ſed plures ecclefias perhibeantur habere, 
cim necduabus poſlint debitam proviſionem impen- 
dere z Per fratres 8 coepiſcopos noſtros hoc emendari 
przcipimus: & de mulritudine | * przben- * Vox prz- 
darumJcanonibus inimica,que difſolutionts ures pam | 
materiam 8 evagationis inducit,” certumqz = «Aol 
continet periculum animarum, eorum qui in Concilio. 
eccleſiis deſervire valeant, indigentiam volumus ſuble- 
vari. 

Conſtitutio Othobonz, De inſlitutionibus & collat. mibi, 


dcontra {acros canones accepit, amittat; & qui de- 


eþte. 56, @ 99. edit. Londini, 1557, Chriſtiane religi- 


onis unitas ita pleroſque in ſuorum-cordium elatione 
reliquir, ut cum anime ſuz curz vix unuſquiſque ſuffici- 
at, ipſi ſe plures eſſe mendace ſtatera penſantes, non 
ſolim unius beneficii, &c. Ex his autem dicere non 
ſufficimus quanta mala proveniunt ecclefiz . Namque 
maculatur honeſtas, annihilatur autoritas, fides Chriſti 
proſternitur, charitas exulae, ſpes pauperumdeperit,ed 
qudd aperrum vident os-divitis & potentis,in quod in- 
trat one beneficium vacaturum, Quod ſuum non eſt 
peccator miſer 8 coecus ( Reftorem 1ſejaQtans ) non 
tam recipit quam furatur, Inter ipſos quoque divites 
contentiones & ſcandala oriuntur, lites & ofdia con- 
foventur. Digne etiam ſuper hujuſmodi regnorum ho- 
mines divir indignationis exarſiſſe ignem, & ob ali- 
quorum del;Qay in ownes miſifſe vindiftam , ex hoc 

| D prxcipue 
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przcipue formidamus: & dum nihil aliud ita periculis 
plenum conſpicimus, talia vel graviora etiam pertime- 
ſcimus in futurum, nift Dei miſericordia nos reſpiciens, 
apponat remedium ſalutare. 

Add to this a clauſe in an A of Parl. which was made | 5 
zn the ſame year that this Sermon of D*. Colets was preach. 
ed. 21.Hen,$.c,13. BeitenaQted, That if any per- 
ſon, having one benefice with cure of ſouls, beingof 
the yearly value of 8 pounds or above, accept and take | 
any Other with cure of ſouls (and be inſtituted and in- 
ducted in poſſeſſion of the ſame ) that then and im- 
medaately after ſuch poſſeſſion had thereof, the firſt be- 
nefice ſhall be adjudged in law to be void : And that 
it ſhall be lawfull to every Patron having the advoy- 

ſon thereof to preſent another; ard the preſentee to 
have the benefit of the ſame in ſuch like manner and 
form, as though the incumbent had died or reſigned: 
any licence,umon, or other diſpenſation to the contra- 
ry hereof notwithſtanding And that every ſuch li 
cence, union , or diſpenſation, had or hereafter to be 
obtained contrary to this preſent At(of what name or | 
names, qualitie or-qualities, ſoever they be) ſhall be 
utterly void and of none effeCt. See my note ©, 

B?. Fewel in Hag 1.2. (pag. 181. edit, 1611.) O 
that Aggeusthe Prophet were now alive, and ſaw the 
rearing up of Gods Temple here in England ! What 
think you he would ſay ? Tou build your own houſes and 
leave the houſe of God ferſaken? Nay , he would (ay, 
You build your own manſions , and pull down he 
houſe of God. The Maſters of the work, build bene- 
fice upon benefice, and Deanery upon Deanery , as 
though Rome were yet in England, | 

b Beginof you our Fathers ] See librum quorundam 
Canonum, anno.1571. De Epiſcopis, Decanis Eccleſia- 
rum, d2 Archidiaconis , de Cancellarus, &c. which 
bezinneth thus, OMNES Epilcopi diligenter docebunt 
evangelum,non tanttim in Eccleſiis cathedralibus qui | 

us 
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bus przſunt, ſed etiam paſſim per omnes Eccleſias ſux 
ayjuſque dioeceſeos, ubi maxime putabunt expedire. 

Perhaps it will not be amiſs to hear what the Councel of 
Trent ſaith on this ſubjeF, There are inthe 3.5 Seſſion of 


1 #21 chapters concerning Reformation; the firſf whereof i 
ce 


thx : Optandum eſt, ut ii qui epiſcopale miniſterium 
ſuſcipiunt, quz ſuz ſint partes, agnoſcant; ac ſenon ad 
propria commoda, non ad divitias aut luxum, ſed ad 


Jabores 8 ſolicitudines pro Det gloria vocatos efſe in- 


telligant. Nec enim dubitandum eſt, & fideles reliquos 
ad religionem innocentiamque facilitis inflammandos, 
{iPrzpoſitos ſuos viderint non ea qux mundi ſunt, ſed 
animarum ſalutem ac ccoeleftem patriam cogitantes. 
Hzc cum ad reſtituendam Ecclefiaſticam diſcplinam 
przcipua eſſe ſana Synodus animadyertat; admonet 
Epiſcopos ones, ut ſecum ea ſxpe meditantes, fattis 
erlam ipſis ac vitz aQionibus ( quod eſt veluti perpe- 
tum quoddam predicandi genus) fe muneri ſuo con- 
formes oftendant. In primis verd ita mores ſuos omnes 
componant , ut reliqui ab eis frugalitatis , modeſiiz, 


|, continentiz, ac (quz noStantepere commendatDeo) 
ſanftx humilitatis exempla petere poſsint. Quapro- 


pter, exemplo patrum noſtrorum in Concilio Cartha- 
ginenſi, nonſoltim juber, ut Epiſcopi modeſta ſupelle- 
ili, & menſa, ac frugali victu contenti fint; vernm 
etiam in reliquo vitz genere, ac toti ejus domo caye- 
ant , ne quid appareat, quod a fanQto hoc inftituto fit 
aienum; quodque non fſimplicitatew, Dei zelum, ac va- 
nitatum contermptum pr# ſs ferat. Omnino verd eis 
interdicit, ne ex reditibus Ecclehz conſanguineos, fa- 
miliaresye ſuos augere fludeant: ctim & Apoſtolorum 
Canones prohibeant , ne res Ecclefiaſticas, quz Del 
fint, conſanpuineis donent3 ſed, fi pauperes fint, 1is, ut 
pauperibus diſtribuant; eos autem non diſtrahant, nec 
diſsipent illorum caus3. Imd, quam maxime poteſt, 
eos findta Synodus monet, ut omnem humanum hunc 


. erga fratres, nepotes , propinqu6q; carnis affecum 
D 2 


( unde 
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( unde multorum malorum in Eccleſia ſeminarium ex: 
tat) penitus deponant, Quz vero de Epiſcopis dia 
ſunt, eadem in quibuſcunque beneficia Ecclefiaſtica 
obtinentibus obſervari decernit,&Cc..Thus far the Coun- 
cel of Trent : See Jarge notes on this, edzt. Col.1533,| * 
Rob Parſons the Feſuit,in bis memorial for reformation, 
part. 1..2. ſaith this of it; Quando ultimamente ſe ce. 
lebro el $S?, Concilio de Trento, viniendo a tratar de 
Ja Reformacion de las coſtumbres &c, When atlaſt 
the holy Councel of Trent was celebrated, the Fathers 
coming to debate the amendmentof manners ( al- 
chough it deſired to make a perfect reformation in the 
Univerſal Church ) they were conſtrained onely to e- 
ſtabliſh ſome things which they beleeved ought to be 
received in the whole Church; and ſuch things as thoſe 
times (being fo much vitiated aad corrupted .) would 
permit. Juſt as a prudent Phyſician endeavours wholy | 
to apply himſelf to the diſpolition, fanſie, and ſtrengrh 
of his patient; though perhaps the infirmity may re- 
quirea ſtronger cure, -=-- For though they ſaw very 
well, that many things of greater perfeCtion and ſevert- 
ty might have been decreed,which ſome holy men pro- 
pounded ; yet they deſired onely to eſtabliſh, ns 
things that were molt neceſſary , and which they 
Judged to.be moſt convenient, according to the diſpo- 
fition of the time, and likely co be moſt eafily received 
by. all men, &c. See more to the (ame purpoſe in the (ſame 
memorial,par.2.c.1, &@ 2. and in Parſons deſcription of 
the perſon and family of 4 Biſhop, and bis relation 6f Joha 
Davila's petition 10 the ſaid Councel, ibid, He who defires 
torcad a D", of the Rgmane Church on this ſubjet, and 
C2nn0t meet with Parſons memorial, may peruſe and bluſh 
at Granada's ſermon at the Conſecration of 4 Biſhop (upon 
Joh. xx1. 15. ) tom. 2. p. 1395. in bk works frintcd at 
Cullein , 1628. . The ſayings of Fathers are numerous 
20 this purpoſe; but I cannot forget one paſſage 9f S. Chry- 
loſtome, who ſaith, ( in Heb, Xiti, 17, hom, 34. p. 602 | 
F in, 
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lin. 28, edit. $4vil. ) that be fhould wonder if any Biſhop 
can be ſaved, © + 1297 63 mvd, Bar of) dpytylor ow Shueoy, 
&c. You whoare a Biſhop, ſa#h he, ſhall give an ac- 
count for all the men women and children rhat are un- 
der you. If Aaron (though drawn by neceſity to it ) 
came into danger ; andif Moſes was in peril ( though 
he oft refuſed |; and Saul ( ro whom the principality 
of another was committed after he had denied it) fell 
into danger, becauſe he managed 1t ill; how much 
more ſhall they periſh which ſtrive for rule, and ruſh 


| upon it. Thus Chryſoſtome : (Ser more in hom. 1, ad 


2, Epiſt. ad Tim. ) Which Father bath ſo mary and ſa 
good direftions, not onely for Biſhops, but alſo for all Cler- 
gy-men, in bis books De fſacerdotio, that I have oft 
wiſbt (publickly and privately ) that all ſuch as enter into 


. boly Orders were firſt enjoyned torcad them over, that they 


may underſtand what they undertake. See note (1.) 

© Not rolay hands (uddenly,] 1 Tim. v. 22, Sacer Or- 
do eſt ed dignins conferendus, quo ab ordinato cztera 
Sacramenta conferuntur. Quare ctim periculoſum: fit 


-nimis minus dignos, idiotas, illegitimos, irregulares, 


Ulliteratos, & extraneos, aut fine titnlo certo & vero 
Jiquos ordinari : Statuimus ut ante collationem ordi- 
num per Epiſcopum, de his omnibus indagartio diligens 
eatur. Et ne reprobatis approbandis, 8& qui _non 
fuerint approbandi approbatis, clanculo aflerere ſe va- 
leant reprobati, in examinatione ſcribantur numerus 
& nomina probatorum. Conſtitutio Othonts , pag. 5. 
Er mves dvi-£rs.cms Tpornx nou Teo uTreg =. 
TeTus 6 navdy # mogiem © T0 8 dysmi2unloy rid)- 
16 1 1809119) erxaroia. Siqui fine examinatione 
presbyreri promoti fint ---- tales canon non admittit: 
"_ enim eſt reprehenſibile , Catholica eccleſia non 
efendit. Concilzi Nic. 1, can, 9, 
4 Benefices to thoſe that are worthy, ] It # the 76 Apo« 
ftolical Canon, That a Biſhop ought not to give preter- 


* ments to gratific his brother , or his ſo, or any kinſ- 
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| thop of the province being aſſiſted by one Biſhop 


> wrote aL ID 


man: nor to let humane affeCtion interpoſe in his 

diſpenſing the goods of the Church; nor to confer Et- 

clefiaſtical goods upon his heirs. If he do ſo, the ordi- 

nation 1 void, and the Biſhop himſelf is to be excom. 

municated- Yide Conſtitutionem Othonis , n& indigni 

Bay wn" 8c. And (ce much 101his purpoſe in Sþ4- 
ato De repub.1,9.c.10,% 12,13 &Cc 


The Biſhop before he admit any perſon into holy | 


Orders, ſhalldiligently examine him in tle preſence of 
thoſe Miniſters that thall afſift him atthe impoſitionof 
hands, &c. And ifany Biſhop or Suffragan ſhall ad. 
mit any to ſacred Orders , who is not ſo qualified and 
examined as before we have ordained, the Arch-bi- 


Jhall ſuſpend the ſaid Biſhop or —_— iq offending, 
from making either Deacons or Prieſts for the ſpace of 
two years, Canon, Eccleſ. anno 1603, num. 35. 

Thid. num.z4. No man is to be ordained, except 
he bring lerters of his good life and converſation un- 
der the ſeal of ſome Coiledge in Cambridge or Ox- 


ford, or three or four grave Miniſters, together with 


che ſabſcription of other credible perſons, w. o have 
known his life and behaviour by the ſpace of THREE 
years next before. Here I cannot but annex a very ſet 
ſonable piece of advice of M*, Hooker, 10 ail Maſters ani 
Fellows of Colledges ,- Eccl Pol. lib.5.$. ult, pag. penul, 


* 


I end witha requeſt and moſt earnett ſuit ; Firlt, 


that they who give Ordination, would (as they tendaf - 


the very honour of J. Chrilt, and ſafety of men, and 
the endleſs good of their own ſouls) take heed, let 
unneceſſarily and through their default the Church be 
found worle, or leſs furniſhed then it might be. 
condly , that they which by right of Parronage haye 
power to preſent unto ſpiritual livings ( and may 1 
that reſpe&t much damnifie the Church of God )woull 
ſor the eaſe of their own account in that dreadfull day, 
{amewhat co:Mfider what it is to betray for $hin 
0 


—— 
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_ ſouls which Chriſt hath redeemed avith bloud; what to 


violate the ſacred bond of fideli!y and ſolemn promiſe 
given at the firſt to Cod and his Church by them, from 
whoſe original intereſt, cogether with the ſelf-ſame 


* Title of right, the ſame Obligation of duty likewiſe is 


deſcended. 
Again, That the graver and wiſer ſort in both #ni- 
verſities, or Whoſoever they be, with whoſe approbati- 


' on the marks and recognizances of all learning are 


beſtowed , would think the Apottles caution againſt 
unadviſed Ordinations, not impertinent or unneceſſa- 
rie to be born in minde, eyen when they grant thoſe 
degrees of Schools. Which degreesare not gratie gra#s 
date ( kindneſles beſtowed by way of humanity ) but 
they are gratie gratum fucientes, favours which always 
unply a teſtimony given to the Church and Common- 
wealth, concerning mens ſufficiency for manners and 
knowledpez a teltumony upon the credit whereof ſun- 
dry Statutes of the Realm aro built 3 a teſtimony ſo far 
available, that nothing is more reſpe&ted for the warrant 


, of diyers mens abilities to ferve in the affairs of the 


Realm : a teſtimony, wherein if they violate that Reli- 
gion wherewith it ought to be always given; and do 
thereby induce into errour, ſuch as deem it a thing un- 
civil to call the credit thereof in queſtion; let zhemlook 
that God ſhall return back upon their heads, and cauſe 
them in the ſtate of their own- Corporations to feel ( ei- 


.. ther one way or other } the puniſhment of thoſe 
' harms , which the Church through their negligence 


doth ſuſtain in thar behalF. | 

* Simony, ] Alſo to avoid the deteſtable fin of Simo- 
mn becauſe buying and ſelling of Benefices is execra- 
ble before God; therefore all ſuch perſons as buy any 
Benefices, or come to them by fraud or deceit, ſhall be 
deprived of ſuch Benefices, and be made unable at 
any time after to receive any other ſpiritual promotion. 


And ſuchas do ll the, or by any colour do beltow 
D 4 them 
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them for their own gain and profit, ſhall looſe their 
right and title of Patronage and preſentment for that 
time, and the gitt thereof for that vacation ſhall apper. 
tain to the Queens Majeſtic, vQ. Eliz. mnjune, 9, 


Vide Canonesanno 157 i De patronis, And whoever i ad. +| + 


mitted, in[tituted, or inſtalled into any Ecclefuaſtical digni. 
tie or _— ought totake a ſolemn oath before the Arch- 
biſhop, Eiſhop, &'c. preſcribed by the Canon in theſe words, 


I N. N, do {wear that I have made no Simoniacal pai. ' 


ment, contract, or promiſe, direCtly or indireQly, by 
my ſelf or by any other, to my knowledge or with my 
conſent, to any. perſon or perſons wharſoever, for or 
concerning the procuring and obtaining of this Ecclefi- 
aſtical dignitie (naming it ); nor will at any time here- 
after as. or fatisfie any ſuch kinde of paiment, 
contra, or promile made by any other without my 
knowledge or conſent : So help me God through Jeſus 
Chriſt. Conſtitutiones Facobi 41. | 

* Reſidence of. (Curates, ] Solerter cavendum eſt, ne 
talibus cura-gregis Dominici committatur , qui aut. 
negligunt, aur ignorant cuſtodiz fibi commiſlz ( 
cet ) intendere vigilanter. Statuimus iraque, ut nullus 


Epiſcoporum ad Vicariam quemqz admittat,nift velit in. 


eccleſia(in quaci Vicaria conceditur Jperſonaliter mini- 
ſrare, ac talis exiſtat, qui infra breve tempus valeat in 
Presbyterum ordinari, Quod fi admiſſas hone aliquis, 
& noluerit in Presbyterum ordinar1, vicariz beneficio 


{polietur, Er quia inhoneſtumeſt, ut Eccleſize propter | 
minores redditus paſtoribus maneant deſolatz,Przſenti 


decreto ſtatuimus, ut eccleſiz quz in redditibus ultra 
quinque marchas non habent, non nuſi talibus perſonis 
conferantur,quz reſideant in eiſdem & in propria per- 
ſona miniſtrent. Quod f1 forte tales admiſs; fuerint 
qui reſidere noluerint , aut etiam eccleſiz miniſtrare 
({ ctim non nifi laborantibus panis Dominicus fit largi- 
endus ) eccleſiis ipfis prxmiſſs admonitione debita, 
per Dioceſanum Epiſcopum ſpoltentur, Concil, Oxon. 


of 


utde- |. 
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1*. Linwood De clerich non refuden. c. Ciim hoſtis. 
Abſentia Paſtoris a Dominico grege, & ſecura illa 
ligentia quam videmus in naultis, & deſtitacio mini- 

ſterii, eſt res & in ſe foeda, & odioſa in vulzus, & per- 


*| -niciola Ecclefiz Dei. Canones El;F. anno 1571, 


Hookers 2tcleſ. policy, lib.5. $.81. beginsthus ; The 
truth is, that of all things hitherro mentioned , the 
greateſt 1s that three-fold blot or blemiſh of notable 


* gnorance , unconſcionable abſence from the cures 


whereof men have taken charge, and unſatiable hunt- 
ing after ſpiritual preferments without either care or 
conſcience of the pnogoed, -- Againſt theſe no 
man 1s ſo raw and dull, bur char the volumes which 
have been Written both of old and late, may make him 

in ſo plentifull a cauſe )) eloquent, p.445. As it fares 
in ſuch caſes, the gap which for juſt conſiderations we 
open to ſome, letteth in others ( through corrupt pra- 
Qiſes ) to whom ſuch favours were never meant , nor 
ſhould be communicated, And ( hauing propounded ſe- 
verdl expedients Pie reformation, p. 4 51,452) be concludes 


| .the bock, with deſiring that a voluntary reformation 


hereof were made on all fides, of that which may give 
paſſage unto any abuſe. 

8 Mercbandije,] Conſtitxtio Othoboni, p.73.b. quod 
religioſi non ement vel vendent.. ArQtins inhibemus 
ne Monachi, moniales,aur religiofi quilibet (cujuſcung; 
religionis exiſtunt ) mercationes ( quz in emendo ve 
yendendo conſiſtune ) in mundanis mercatis, vel alias, 
audeant jn quibuſdam rebus aliquatenus exercere. 
Alioquin ab officio ſint ſuſpenſi; quz ſuſpenſio per ſu- 
—_ non 1&axetur quouſque ſatisfecerint de pr- 
miſsis. 

- Saxonicus Canon Alfrici in Spelmanno, p. 579.$.30« 
Ne beo, &c, Presbyter nec fit mercator, nec merca- 
tur cupidus, nec omiſlo Theologiz ſtudio, ſe ad mun- 
danas conferat ſermocinationes, nec arma ferat, nec 


{lies agat, nec in genopoliis bibat more ſecularium, 


b Yſurcr,] 
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® Hſurer,] Uſurarios prohibet Rex Edwardus Con- 
feſſarius, ne remaneret aliquis in toto regno ſuo. Leges 
Eccleſ. $, Edw. in Spelman, þ.623.S.23, @ þ.299..17, 

: Hunter.) Venationes 8 filyaticas vagationes cum 
cambus, 8 ut accipitres & falcones habeant , prohibe- '| * 
mus, Spelman. p. 238. $. 4. De clerico venatore, Statui- 
mus ut 1 quis clericus, 8c. Linwood, p. 2.32. Si cleri- 
cus venationes exercuerit, unum annum poeniteat(cun , 
pane & aqua ) diaconus duos, presbyter tres, Theodort 
canon, prenit, cap, De venatione., 

k Gamer. ] Midtva 9 dmwlo dirs naitdy Ent 
KAHCuaY, xwuCevery m0 T8 vun" & oi Is TUETO Quegs 
Hein wggrlov, & uh raneuds En, navueeidm* 67 
aAzinve, gooetteFw, Siquis Clericus ales ludat, depo- 
natur ; fi laicus ſegregetur, Concil, (onſtantinopol, in 
Trallo. can. 50+ 

Eccleſiaſtical perſons ſhall inno wiſe ( atany un- 
Jawfall time ) nor for any other caule then for their 
honeſt neceſsities , haunt or reſorr to any taverns or 
ale- houſes, And after their meats they ſhall not give 
themſelves to drinking or riot, ſpending their tune | - 
idlely by day or by night, at dice, cards, or tables-play- 
ing, or any unlawfull game. But atall times as they 
ſhall havelciſure, they ſhall hear or read ſomewhat of | 
the holy Scripture, or ſhall occupy rhemſelves with 
ſome other honeſt ſtudy or exerciſe; And that they 
2'ways do the things which appertain to honeſty , and 
endeayour to profit the commonweaith ; having al- 
ways in minde, thatthey ought to excell all others in 
purity of life, and ſhould be examples to the people to 
live well and Chriſtianly. Q. Eliz injunR. 7. 

Decanus & reſidentiarii quantum maxime poſsint 
dabunt operam, ut minores Canonici aut vicarii & mille 
ſtri Eccleſiz, non ignavi & 1nutiles vitam ducant in 
ono, & illicitis luhbus ſe exerceant, Liber quorundan 
Canonum anno i571,cap.2. | 

1 weapon ] Interdixtmus ſeryis Dei ur pompary 

W 
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habitu, vel ſago vel armis utantur, Curbert. in Spelman- 
71 Concil, pag. 2.38. Nonlicet Clerico effe mercatorem, 
nec habere przteCturam, nec turpe lucrum ſeCtari, nec 


| implicare ſe negotiis ſecularibus, necefſe ebrioſum, 


nec bibere in tabernis: (ed :oportet enm ſemper eſſe 
paratum ad hoc quod ordinatus eſt, ---Non debetefle 


-{uperbus , arrogans, nec ſuperfluus in veſtibus, nec 


comptus annulis: ---non debet armis uti, nec ad bel- 
lum procedere: quia canones docent, qudd quicunque 
clericus in-bello aut rixa mortuusfuerit, neque oblatio- 
ne neque oratione poſtuletur pro eo, Theodori peniten- 
tiale MS, in bibliotheca Collegii Corporis ({briſti Cantatr, 
in medio voluminis. 
m Apparel and adorning the body.] Proviſo, ne Cle- 
rici in publicum nift promiſſis veſtibus (caſſocks )indutt 
rodeant Conſtitut. 1603. 74. Injunfions 1559. 30. 
See Fohn Gerſons excellent traCt De remperantia in cibis, 
pota, & veſtibus Prelatorum; where he proves, that cx- 
ceſs in theſe will be one means to ruin the Church, Now 
whether to go in coerpo, with a band hanging over the 


* ſhonlders, and hair reaching almoſt to the middle of 1he 


back, compaſſed round with ribbons ( fo that many in holy 
Orders, lock rather like gallantoes and ruffians then Clergy- 


men.) whezher this agrees with old Canons, let him Judge 


who meets there oft with Clericus comam non nutriar, 
( which is called by Epiphanius, An Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
tion, P-1073. & 1074. edit Petav. ) or conſults Spel- 


- manni Concihlia p.52.6. & p. 453. $. 47. Concil. Car- 


thag. 1 V. can. 44, Aniceti epiſt. decret. Dionyſ. De 
eccleſ, hierar. par. 2.C.3, or the late Canons De veſtitu 
clericorum, anno 1554, W regards the cuftome of any 0- 
ther Churches , or $. Pauls plain precept x Cor.x1.1416. 
& {nows how ſharply Epiphanius( in the place afcre-cited > 
and $, Auguttin C lib, De oper, Manich. cap. ult)) dorc- 

buke ſome Monks for going in long hair. 
* Secular bufincſs. | Noman being admitted a Dea- 
con or Miniſter, thall uſe himſelf jn the courſe of . 
(+ 
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life as a lay-man, upon pain of excommunication, | #® 
(an. 75. anno 1603. Presbyteri ſciant ſe neceffarid pro | UA 
Dei intuitu debere a fecularibus negotiis causi5que in her 
quantum przvaleant , vacare , Spclman. pag, 247.8, |. ſos 


O& 582. 34. 

® Refidence of Biſhops.) Vide Conſtitutiones Otho- | Thy 
boni, De reſedemia Epiſcoporum, p. 43. Paſtor bonus 
cognoſcens gregem ſuum debet ipſum & corporis, & Go 
mentis oculis jugiter intuer1, &c. Sub divini atteſtatio- 
ne judiciz commonemus , ut ad commiſli gregis Cut lony 
ram, &Cc, ibid. as 0: 

Spelman, p. 238. Statuimus ut ſingulis annis unuſ. | $90 
quiſque Epilcopus parochiam ſuam folicite circumear, preſ 


populum confirmare, & plebem docere. _ any 
? Patrimony of Chriſt, | The goods of the Church that 
arecalled the goods of the poor; and in theſe days no- OO 


thing is leſs ſecn then the poor to be ſuſtained with the ce 
ſame; fo ſaiththe 15" Tnjun#. of Edw. 6. anno 1547, | S* 
Gratian baving brought many autorities 10 this purpoſe, | S. 4 
concludes thus; By all theſe autorities it is clear , that Not 
Clergy-men can have no propriety; if they bave, they -|- Nt 
are no Clergy men. 12. q. 1. c. babebat. Almoſt all the | Our 
9 book of Spalato De Eccleſ, Repub. is ſpent in proving bur 
ths ; but ſee chicfly,c.7. $. 8,9, 10, 11,12,13, &C. 1.5. of t 
18. ad finem, The ſame $palato hath more tothe ſame pur- | IM 
poſe in his large reply ( which is extant in Cajus Colledge bel 
library) to that lenter of Biſhop Hall, which was primed by In 
Fobn Crook, 1660. in Biſhop Halls remains, p. 394. In | I ha 
which reply Spalato complains, that his writing upon this 
ſubjef#, was the onely reaſon why bis third tome ( which | 90 
now bath been twice printed in Germany ) was not permit- ſome 
ted 10 come forth in England in the year 1520, The judge- and 
ment of Biſbop Goodman in this point fee in (* ) my laſt - 
xote. J 
1 Enriching of kinsfolk.? This follows from the former, | "—_ 
at, Eccleſiaſtical goods be ( as our Church ſaith ) the 
goods of the poor, then kinsfolk ought not be —_ by *| Ren 
them. 


by. 


m_ 
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them. Non te numerus propinquorum avyarum faciat, 
quaſi illis in hzreditatem congregare debeas; nullus 
hzres melior eſt Chriſto, nemo my thefauri fidelior cu- 
tos eſt, Epiſtola Alcuini ad Eanbaldum Archiep. in 


+ Peenitentiali Theodori Archiepiſcopi Cantuarienfis. 


Thus the 3 8®* Apoſtolical Canon ſaith,that a Biſhop is to 
diſpenſe the goods of the Church as in the preſence of 
God, and itis not lawfull for him to give any thing 
( even to his own parents ) of thoſe things that be- 
long to God: _ if they be poor, he is to help them 
as other poor people,and not to prey upon theChurches 

oods for them, The Councel of Gangra ( which was 
preſently after the firſt Nicen) decrees , can. $8, That if 
any recetye an oblation befide tte Biſhop, and him 


© thatis appointed by the Biſhop ro diſpenſe alms to the 


oor; both he that gives, and he that receives it ſhall 
eexcommunicate. See more Canons in Spalato.1. 9. c.4. 
$.13. &6. 7.5. 10, I conclude this with a paſſage of 
$. Auguſtin C Serm, 21, ad fratres ineremo ) tom. 10. 
Non ergd habere debemus temporalia, &c, We ought 


. | not therefore to haye temporal goods to keep them in 


our poſseſsion; nor mult I that am a Biſhop havethem, 
but onely to diſpenſe to poor people, becaufe the goods 
of the Church are the goods of the poor : wherefore 
Imuſt take great heed leſt the eſtate of the poor(which 
belongs to the Church of Hippo ) be givento therich. 
In which watter I have hitherto quit my {elf well. For 
I have kinred who call themſelves noble, and they 
come to me being a Biſhop ( one while threatning , 
another while flattering me ) and fay, Farber, give us 
ſomewhat for we are your kin : Andyer by Gods grace, 
and the mediation of your prayers, I do not remember 
that ever I enriched one of them. For the poor are 
more dear to me then the rich, becauſe hving food arid: 


| raiment we ſhould be therewith content. Sec more of 


this and all the former particulars, in Concilio Aquiſgra- 
 nenſt de Eccleſiaftica diſciplina celebrato anno 836. in 
Binto, 
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Binio, tom. 3. part. 1. Sect. poſter. pag, 313. &c. Hie* 
ron. adv, Jovin. 1, 2. De conſecrat. ditt. 5. c. Ne tales, 
Proſperum de vita contemplativa theſe chapters; O 
the negligence of a Prieft who ads contrary to his do- 
Erine lib. x cap. 15. What danger will betide them 
who negle& the cure committed to their charge c, 16. 
what manner of perſons Prielts ſhould be, cz 1. & 25. 
That Priefts ought to look upon nothing as their own, 
L. 2. c. 9. how they ruine their ſouls who take of the 
goods of the Church when they have enough of their 
own, C. 10, Corc'], Carthagin, 4. Lopez epitome pa- 
trum 1.5. Cc, 11. Epiſcop? non ditent conſanguineos. Biſhop 
Andrews p. 39. of this book and note | b] 

r Councels | Epiſcopus bis in anno Synodum cogat, 
& parochiam ſuam ſemel cucumeat, peccata corri- 
piens. Spelmanp.293. 3. 

P.28.1.18. I ſee not what good cometh of your aſſem- 
bling, namely to the Church } Sacerdotum ac principum 
concilinm uno tempore habebatur ; ac unum tantum 
agebatur, ut pecunia imperaretur. Polydor. Vergil.l.z7, 
in Hen.8. mihipag. 1710 Edit.Gandavi,1557, 


C Corretion of manners ] See many laws to this end | 


in Concilio Aquiſgranenſi jam citato, and in Spelman 
«395. &C, 
i * Laity ] I ſhall oncly minde the Laity ( for 20 years 
confuſion hath male many forget) how the Church of Eng- 
land exhorteth them to behave themſelves in holy places 
and at boly times (God joyns both together Lev. xx. 30.) 
All Biſhops and Preachers ſhall exho+t and reach the 
people committed.to their ſpiritual charge to uſe them- 
ſelves in this manner following : that is to ſay , At 
theirentrie or coming into the Church, let them make 
account with themſelves how they have beſtowed the 
week paſt; remembring what evil mindes and purpo- 
ſes they have had, what words they have ſpoke, what 
things they have done or left undone, to the diſhonour 
and diſpleafure of God ; 0; what example or — 
C 


Was 
1.927 


in bis memory, ) They would go a foot many an hun- 
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of evil they have given. to others. And when they 
have thus recollefted and confidered all theſe things 


in their minds, then ler them humbly acknowledge 


their faults unto God, and ask forgiveneſs for the ſame; 


- with unfeigned purpole in their hearts to convert and 


return from their naughty lives , and to amend the 
ſame. And when they have' ſo done, then let them 


clearly and purely in their hearts remit and forgive all 


malice and diſpleaſure which they bear to any creature: 
and after that let them fall unto prayer, according to 
the commandment of Chritt, where he ſaith Mar. 5. 
When ye begin to fray, forgive whatſoever difleaſure ye 
have againſt any man, And when they be weaty of 
prayer, thenlet them uſe reading of the word of God, 
or tome other good and heavenly dottrine; ſo that 
they do it quietly , without diſturbance of others that 
be in the Church : Or elfe let them imploy their minds 
with ſome wholſome and godly meditations whereby 
they may be the better. Thus far the book entituled, 
The Inſbtution of a Chriſtian man, ſubſcribed by 21 of 


our Engliſh Biſhops in the year 1537. And they are to 


keep holy days not in idleneſs, pride, d:unkenneſs,&c, 
butin hearing the word of God read and taught, in 
private and publick prayers, in acknowledging their 
offences to God and amendment of the ſame, in re- 
—_ themſelves charitably to their ne.ghbours 
where diſpleaſure hath been, in often receiving the 
Communion, in viſiting the poor and ſick, in uſing all 
foberneſs and godly converſation, Thus the 25, in- 
junfion, Edw.,s. a* D, 1547. 

Reformation of the laity ] It ſeems the laity needed 
reforming in D* .Colets days ; but how much more they haye 
needed it ſince, appears by a Sermon preacht by the Biſhop 
of Chicheſter at $. Pauls Croſs March 4. 1576. inthe midft 
whereof are theſe werds : Good Lord, what devotion 
was there in the children of darkneſs (meaning papiſts 


dred 
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dred miles to a dumb image. They wonld riſe by mid- 
night, and tarry all the morningin the Church cold 
and hungry to hear that which they underſtood not, 
They gave away their goods and their lands to clothe 


images. They would cat nothing but bread and water * 


full many a time; and ſpare from their own belly to 
beſtow it as their zeal led them, I leave them to God, 
I hope the belt. | 

But we that have the light of the Goſpel (that know 
crue religion, and tiue faith, andtrue prayer, and true 
alms ): have little devotion, either tofaſt, or to do the 
works of true mercy. We will ſcarceriſe at ſeven a 
clock (nay atnineaclock) to hear the word of God, 
and toſerve God; Wwe will not goa mile (nay we will 
ſcarce go out of our chambers and houſes ) to hear 
Chriſt preached, and to honour Godin his congrega- 
tion: Never ſo little buſineſs Rayeth us from Sermons 
and Common- Prayer, &C. 

[1 finde Eraſmus in his Epiſtles (1.10.ep.9,10. 8 ſzpe 
alibi} oft calling D-. Colet praceptore unicum Cf optimum ; 
but why I know not , unleſs for his giving ſs good pracepts | 
#n this Sermon. | 

" * Courts ] Fide librum quorundam Canonum 1571, 
cap. 4.8 conſtitutiones 1597. deexceſſibus Appariturii 
Ce & teodis que officiariis Ecclef, debentur, 
Godfrey Goodman,the laſt Biſhop of Glouceſter ,in his epiſtle 
to Trinity (,olledge in = rom. ſet before his Myſteries 


of Chriſtian Religion, hatþtheſe words ; I confeſs that | 


God would never have permitted us to have ſuffered 
in ſuch a manner, as we have done, had we not pro- 
voked him with our fins : and that I may be our own 
accuſer, I think our | Sq offence did conſiſt in theſe 
two things. Firſt, that many of us did not ſpend out 
Church-means in a Clu'ch-lke manner, but convert- 
edthem to our own private uſes, or otherwiſe miſ-im- 
ployed them : therefore God jultly rakes them away 
and permits ſacriledge 3 we our fclves having rſt of 
ende 


 \ tofore) they had their ſpirnual Benefices and Dignities 
E 
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fended in the ſame kinde. For certainly Church. means 
ſhould have relation as well to the ules asto the per- 
ſons 3 and a Church man in miſpending them com- 
mits ſacriledge. And whereas many excule it in regard 


«of their wives and children, God forbid bur regard 


ſhould be had of them, yer ſtill with moderation. I 
cannot excuſe the exceſs of Apparel and ſome other 
courſes of expence. Yet this I muſtteſtifie for a truth, 
that ſpeaking privately with ſome Biſhops, they told 
me (and I beleeved them) chat they layed not up one 
farthing of their Biſhopricks : and this may appear, 
for many of them died very poor, as Worceſter, Here- 
ford, Peterborough, Briftol ; and not unlike but others 
will do ſo, ; - 
Another great fault in the Church was the intolerg- 


| ble abuſe of Eccleſiaftical Furiſdifion z therefore God 


hath made us now uncapable of any Juriſdiction, So 
juſt and wonderful is he in all his judgements ! I con- 
teſs in mine own particular I did as much defire and 
labour to reform it as any man could do, yet 1 could 


| never prevail, Herein alutle to excuſe the Church, I 


have it (and can produce it at this time) under the 
Kings own hand and ſeal wherein he forbids that any 
Church man or Prieſt in holy Orders, ſhould be a 
Chancellour ; and this was the occaſion of all the 
corruption of the ſpiritual Court : for the Judges at 
the Common Law have their Penſions and Allowan- 
ces, but Chancellours have none at all, they live onely 
uponthe fees of the Court, and for them to diſmiſs a 
cauſe, it wastolooſe ſo much bloud . Now if they be 
naught in themſelves, then they muſt for their owa 
advantage and profit have Inſtruments 'and Agents 
accordingly : ſo the Regiſters, Proctours. Apparatours, 
they were peſſimum genus hominum. While the ſpiri- 
tual Court was onely governed by Church men and 
Prieſts, as it ought to be (and hath ever been ſo here- 


ro 
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to live upon, and did ſcorn the Fees of the Court : be- 
ſides the holineſs of the Profeſſion kept them from bri- 
bing and corruption, Little do men think how much 
they ſuffer by this one poſition, That Church men ſhould 


701 interpoſe in Civil and Nordl affairs : Whereas for-, 


merly Biſhops and Church-men onely were truſted 
with laſt Wills and Teſtaments , and granting out Ad- 
miniſtrations, And certainly if there be any honeſty 
among men, it muſt be ſuppoſed to be rather inthem 
then 1n others; but there having been ſach an abuſe 
It muſt be acknowledged that God is moſt jult in all 
his ways, and what hath befaln us, is according to the 
deſerts of our fins. | 


Tz agyave On wparemwe Nien. i. Can. 6, 
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The contents of D#, Colets life. 


S. 1. His birth and parentage, the derivation of bi 
74me, 2,3, Hi wealth, comelineſs, and ſtudies in ſevera! 
countreys. 4. He cxpounds $.Pauls Epiſtles in Oxford;and 
thereupon (5 ) + made D.D, & Dean of $. Pauls Church, 
6, 7. Sir Thomas More's judgement of him, and ſome 
others, and of a Citie-life, ( 5 ) $, His behaviour in 
Gods houſe and his own, 9, His garments, and amanuen- 
fis. 10. How he diſtributed bs Church-revenues ,- and 
how his own inheritance, 11, 12 13, $, Pauls ſchod 
built, endowed, and deſcribed, 14, His houſe at Rich- 
mond. 15, 16, 17, 18. H# natural temper; ſubdued by 
Philoſophy and Religion, 19, Hts opinions; and 2.5. his 
afflitions, 14. His death, and 32, 33 , The burying- 
races of him and his kinred, 
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. a * Eraſmmns tells Lup- 
E en? Corsr ſet (who gave bim 
J was born in ſome materials to 


$ dy London, the ſon write this life) that 
vs of Henry Colet Cort is a name that 
S6JQ ( Knight, and ſ{eemeth to bave been 


i - =m= to this Author 
twice L*. Major by God, for Coheleth, 
of that City and Chriſt zan his wife; which in Hebrew fi- 
who * was a Matron of very rare S9/fies Eccleſiaſtes , 
d- Ye 4. Zhepreacher.If I mighr 
piety and ,Chriſtian forntude ; gueſs again, I ſhould 
whereof I will give but- one in- ſay that he was fo 
, ance. She had x1 ſons, and as call:d becauſe of 
many daughters of the ſame hul-. oe rare endow- 
band ; all which ſhe ſaw buried, him. ror the coter is 
except John who was her firit- thar part of the ring 
born. God was pleaſed to take wherein! the pretious 
Sir Henry away, when ſhe was a ſtone or ſignet is ſer. 


ho. I 
yery old woman. And when ſhe Joe pain. Ie pleaſed 
*was- forſcore. and ten years of 2ge, Alm. Gcdto break his 

her countenance was ſo comely and mothers — ing 
entire , her behaviour ſo cheerfull !? 759 away ar ner 
22 children,except on- 
and pleaſant, that if you had ſeen 1, ove:bur be preſerved 
her you would have aid, {ure ſhe t e colet of it,-in pre- 
never had any ſorrow or any child- m— our Wy. no 
i ' ibo. S S e I1IVCe, 
bearing in her life: yer, unleſs my £{.S eels poke 
memory fail much, ſhe out lived ;cqult. » raſm. 1. 
her ſon Fobn, So much ſtrength of 24. ep. 16. p. 1319. 
> minde was there even in a woman, cauſed not by Philo- 


2 ſophy 
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fophy or humane learning, but by ſincere piety to God 
and. truſt in Chriſt. A ſthamefor many men ! 
$.2, L1B. xv. Epiſt. 14. pag. 702. Of theſe twoand 


twenty children, John beingthe eldeſt was according 
to the law of England his fathers ſole heir : whereby ' 


he mult have inherited a very conſiderable fortune, 
though the reſt had all lived , but they were all dead 
when I firit began to know him. -And nature was as 
indulgent to him as fortune 3 for he had a very proper, 

© Thisappearsfrom tall, © handſome and comely body, 
that pifure of kim In his younger days he much addi- 


which is in our pnb- &eq himſelf to the ſtudy of Schola- 


vor amgy "I gs proc {tical hiloſophy, and commenced 
choice Manuſcript , 12 England Maſter of Arts ; an ho- 
moſt el1borately done nour due not ſo much to his ſtand- 
in his own hozſe atiyg in the Univerſitie, as his know- 


Pauls. In the firſt page. . : ; 
' whereof theſe. worgs 1Edge in the ſeven liberal ſciences : 


( D, Fohannis Coteti 11 none Wheieof he had been then 
Decani S. Pauli) are ignorant; in moſt of them exquiſit- 


writ over a yong per- Jylearned. All Tulics works were 
ſon in Prieitly attire, 
A Ee ins —— He had read over Plato and Ploti- 
nton) that everT be- mus [ſo diligently,that whenT heard 
held ; and - tar dif- him ſpeak, me thought heard Pla- 
A as * ts to himſelf talk, hb, $- CP..2» Pp 
ſchool & histomb;hat Z99.C. ] And he had a ſmattering 
I wasfaintothew them 1n each part ot Mathematicks 

borh ro a judicions &, 3, Beirg thus well principled 
Me ney G22 at home, he bogunto look abroad, 
drawn for the ſame *+ nd improve is fock in toreign 
man : who anſwered, parts. In France he added to his 
yes certainly:whence Humanity, What he thought neceſſa- 
I gathered (and from ry for the ſtudy of Divini:y : which 

t 


>.58.1.18.&p.71 1.23, 
Dthis book) char he then he effectually proſecuted in 


was very fairtill his 


ſweating fickneſs and conſumption, and (perhaps chiefly) bis 


afflitions changed his complexion, +«-»7r crede colori, 
Itaty. 


as familiar to him as his epiſtles, - 


- 
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Ttaly. Amoneſt the «Ancients he was moſt taken with 
Dionyfius, Orrgen, S. Cyprian, S, *Ambroſe, and S. Hie- 
rome, But among them all he did moſt diſguſt S, cAu- 


_ guſtine. And yet he did not fo tye himſelf to eAntzquity, 


bur that (as occaſion ſerved) he {ometimes ſurveyed 
Aquins. Scotus. and other School men, In a word he 
was well verſed in both Laws ; and fingularly read in 
Hiftory, both civil and eccleſiaſtical. And becauſe 
he ſaw that England had her Dantes & Petrarchs as well 
as Italie (who have performed the ſame here, which 
they did there) thoſe and theſe, he both read and dili- 
gently imitated ; accommodating thereby- his Rile to 
the Pulpit, and preaching of the Goſpel. | 

$. 4, After his return from Italie, he ftaid not long 
in London (where his parents lived) but choſe to live 
in Oxford, where he publickly (yer freely and wicthour 
ſtipend) expounded S. Pauls Epiſtles, being not ful! 
thirty years of age. younger then I was by two or three 
moneths. Thereand then I had the happineſs to come 
firſt acquainted with him : For though at thattime he 
had neither took nor deſired any depree in Divinity ; 
= there was no DoGtour whatſoever either of Theo- 

ie or Law , no Abbot nor dignified perſon in the 
whole Univerſitie, that did not frequent (and which 
ismore) take notes of his Le&ures. Which was to be 
imputed either to Colets authority, or their ſtudiouſneſs 
and modeſty, chooſe you whether. 

S. 5. But before he left Oxford they honoured him 
with the degree of Dofour ; which he accepted rather 
to pleaſe the giversthen himſelf, From that Univerſity 
and theſe ſacred imployments, he was called back to 
London by the favour of K. Henry VII. who beftowed 
upon him the Deanery of S. Pauls; that he might be 
Prefident of his Colledge whoſe Epiftles and ——_ 
he loved ſo well. [ Hewas made both- DoQtour an 
Dean a? 1504, L.1o, ep. g.p.512+-] OfalltheDeaneries 
in England the higheit in eſteem, bur not of greatelt 

E 3 value : 
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value: Which Coles embraced rather as a burdenſome 
charge, then honour. And therefore as ſoon as he had 
regulated his Colledge of Prebends, and raiſed up the 
antient Diſcipline that was fallen down, he reſolved 


( which was not uſual in thoſe times) TO PREACH * | 


EVERY HOLY DAT in his Cathedral,over and above 
his Sermons at Cour?, and many other Churches. At 
S. Pauls he expounded the Scriptures,not by recale,but 
whole-ſale; running over, ,ſometimes a whole Epifile, 
ſometime a whole Goſpel,the Creed,or the Lords Prayer. 
Whereſoever he preached, he was exceedingly follow- 
ed, both by the chief Citizens and Courtiers : which 
appears by this following letter ſent him by S*. Thomas 
Fore ( afterwards Lord Chancellour of England ) 
which you may ſee in Stapleton, ( tom. 4- pag. 992, 
operum in foliq,) 


S.6. Y IR; T lately met your boy in Cheapfude, whom 

I wa veryglad to ſee chiefly becauſe I thonght 

he had not returned without you. But when he told me that 
you wexe not onely not come, but not coming; you cannot ima- 


gine into what a dump of ſadneſs T fell from an height of 


Joy, For what can be more troubleſome to me ,than to be de- 
prived of your moſt ſweet companic ? having been ſo long 
uſed to enjoy your moſt prudent counſel, to be refreſht with 
your moſt pleaſant ſocicty ,to be rouzed with your moſt grave 
(ſermons, and bettered by your excellent example and life: in 
a word, in whoſe very countenance and geſture T was wont 
20 be unſpeakably delighted. As me thought I was ſtrength- 


encd by theſe things while I had them, (o for want of them 


I ſcem 0 languiſh, And becauſe of late by following you, 1 
had almoſt got out of the jaws of hell, new again like ano- 
#her Euridice(yet by a contrary law; for ſhe fell becauſe Or- 
pheus /ookr upon her, but T fall becauſe you do not look upon 
me ) I am carried back by a kinde of force and neceſſity in- 
30 ſad darkneſs, For what 1 there in this city that ſhould 
move any body ta tjyc well and not rather ( while be a> - 

is 
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bi; 6wn diſpoſition climbing up the ſleep hill of vertuc) 
pull bim back by a thouſand allurements and devices ? 
which way ſoever T walk, what do I hear of, but diſſem- 
_ bling, andthe ſugred poyſons of flatterers; what do men 
zalk of but quarrels and law-ſuits ? which way focuey IT 
look, what do T ſee but alehouſes, taverns, cocks, butchers, 
fiſhers, fowlers, and ſuch cattel; who prog for belly-timber, 
and ſcrue the world, and the Devil-the prince thereof ? I 
know not how it comes to paſs, but methinks the very tops of 
the houſes almoſt meet ſometimes,and take away a good part 
of the pleaſant Tight ; and will not ſuffer us to 100k upon 
' heaven freely: ſo it is not the circumference of the horizon, 
but the houſe-top that bounds the air, Fer «which cauſe T 
may excuſe you the more, if you are not yet weary of the 
countrey; where you ſee people dealing plainly, and not ac - 
quainted with the knavery of the Citie; where which way 
ſoever you turn your eys,the ſmiling face of the earth pleaſes, 
the ſweet temper of the air refreſheth, and the goodly aſpect 
of the heaven delighteth you. Tou ſee nothing there but the 
bountiful! gifts of nature, and ſome holy foorſteps of in- 
Nocence, 

$, 7 But, Sir, T would be loath you ſrould be ſo far taken 
with theſe delights, as to be detained long from us : for if 
the inconvenienctes of the Citie diſpleaſs you, yet Stepney 
( of which you ſhould have ſome care) will be as convenient 
for you as the place that you are now in; whence you may ſtep 
into the citie (where you have an huge opportunity of doing 
2004) as into an inn, For whereas men in the countrey are 
of themſelves either almoſt innocent, or not (o abominably 
bad as they be here; any Phyſician may do good among them, 
But to this Cttie, both by reaſon of the multitude of the itt- 
habitants, and the inveterate hold which the diſeaſes ( of 
fin) have got, 4 Dofour comes ton purpoſe, unlcſs be be ex= 
cellently skild, I confeſs ſome come into your pulpit at 
$. Pauls ſometimes, who promiſefair;but when they ſcem10 
bave made an excellent diſcourſe, their lives differ ſo much 
fri their words that they do jncreaſe ratherthen aſſmage the 
FE 4 malady, 
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malady. For they who themſelves are ficheſft of all, will ne- 


ver perſwade people, that they are fit to be charged with the 
Care and cure of other folks diftempers : which when men 
feel rouched by thoſe that they ſee full of ulcers, they can- 


70! but winch, kick , and be angry. But if ( as the Phi« ” 


loſopbeys fay ) he be the fitteſt Phyſician, in whom the fuck 
perſon hath greateſt confidence, doubileſs none is more likely 
then you to cnre this whole Citie. By whom, how willing 
they are to have their wounds bandled, in whom what con» 
fidence they put ( and how ready they are 10 obey you )) ap- 
pears ſufficiently by the experience that you haue of them 
and the incredible expefation that they have of you. 
T hereforc make haſte a way, my g60d Colet:cither for your 
town Stepnies ſake, w*? laments your long abſence as much 
as a childe doth bis mothers;or for your natzve countreys ſake 
( London) whereof you ought to have as much care as of 
your parents, In the laſt, though leaſt place, be moved by 
Jour reſpect tome, who have dedicaicd my ſelf whelly to you 
_ do hugely long for your return, Farewell, and ill, 
ve 
Tour very affefionate, 
London, OdQtober 23. 
THOMAS MORE, 
E. $. TheDeans table which in former times had 
under pretence of __ hquſe-keeping,been too much 
proſtitute to exceſs he reduced to frugality.For he kept 
himſclf co one meal a day many years together, both 
before and after his preferment: which ar once cut of 
all his ſupper-gueſts ( late dinners not a few) and the 
more, becauſe his entertainment(though neat )was net- 
ther coſtly nor exceſſive; his ſittivg ſhort,and his whole 
diſcourſe ſuch as pleaſed none bur thoſe that were ei- 
' ther learned or pious, For ſoon after he had ſaid grace, 
his boy reada chapter ( diſtin&ly and aloud) out of 
S. Pauls Epillles, or Solomons Proverbs; from which he 
himſelf forthe moſt part pickt the ſubjeCt of that meals 
diſcourſe:asking not onely Scholars, but even orheny 
| pcople 
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ople (it they were ingenuous) what was the mean- 
ing of this or that paſſage. And he fo ordered his words, 
chat though he were holy and grave, yet he ſeemed no 
whit tedious or ſupercil;ous. And at the end of the 


'meal, when their hunger (nor pleaſure) was fatisfied, 


he fell upon another ſubje& : thus diſmiſſing his gueſts, 
with as much fatisfaQtion to their minds as refreſh- 
ment to their bodies, defiring they ſhould depart bet- 
ter men then they came, not with bigger bellies. He 
was hugely delighted with the conterence of his 
friends, who oft kept him till late at night ; bur all his 
conference was either of literature , or Feſus Chriſt. 
If he had no acceptable friend to chat wich ( for every 
one did not pleaſe him) his boy did reade ſomewhat 
to him out of godly books. Sometimes he called me 
to ride abroad With him, and then he was as merry as 
any man alive;but a good book was always his comrade 
in his journey, and his talk was continually of Chriſt, 
$. 9. He was ſo much averſe from all filthineſs, that 
he could not endure foleciſmes or barbarousla ; 
He affected neatneſs in his houſhold-ſtuff, ans, 
books, meat; but not magnificence. He wore no gar- 
ments but black, whereas in England Dottours in Di- 
vinity and other eminent Cle1gy-men,commonly wear 
ſcarlet, His upper garment was always of cloth, plain 
and without trimming; which in hard troſts he fortified 
with fur, [ Prafat. ad notas in N, T,] And he being an 
eminent adyancer of divine philoſophy, lent me twa 
very old Latine copies of the _ * The two firit Go- 
New Teſtament, when I wrote ny copied our of 
. wk y Peter Meghen, 2 
notes upon it;writ in charaCters rare ſcribe with one eye, 
that were like Saxon, and -in- born at Bratantin Flan- 
deed fo old,that I was forced to __ ng 0094 7 WM 
turn childe again, and begin a- yn een Eai 
new to learn my Alphaber tranſcript is nowkept in 
before I could read them, the publick -Library at: 
Cambridge, 
S, 10. 
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| $. 10. Whatſoever revennues accrued unto 
him by the Church, he intirely committed to his ſtew- 


ard, to be diſtributed, and ſpent in houſe-keeping, | See 
pag. ult.] His own hereditary rents and profits ( which , 


were valt) he himſelf diſtributed to pious uſes. For his 
father being dead, money flowed in apace from what 
was left him by inheritance; and leſt that being kept 
ſhould breed ſome diſeaſe in him , he therewith ereCt- 
ed a ſtately new ſchool in S. Pauls Churchyard, dedica- 
red to the holy childe Feſus: whereunto he joyned fair 
dwellings for two School maſlers,to whom he afſhgned 
liberal ſtipends, that they might teach gratis but fo as 
that they ſhould not be enjoyned to admit aboye a 
certain number [ viz. 153. from Fobn xx1i.11.] _ 

$, 11. The wholefabrick he divided into four parts: 
whereof one(at the entrance )isas it were)for the Cate- 
chumeni ( & yet none is admitted till he can read and 
write )the ſecond for ſuch as are under the #ſher. The 
third partis for thoſe whom the upper Maſter teacheth 
Theſe rwo ends are divided by a curtain, w** is drawn 


toand fro when they pleaſe. Above the Maſters chair ' 


fands the holy childe FESHS$,curiouſly engraven,inthe 
poſture of one reading a lefture, with this motto 
HEAR HIM, which words I adviſed him to ſer up. 
And all the young fry when they come in & go out of 
ſchool [ beſide thery appointed prayers] ſalute Chriſt with 
* Which youmay an * hymn. At the upper end is2 
read amongſt Ere- chappel, in which divine Service 
ſms 's Epigramms. may be ſaid. The whole building 
hath no corners nor lurking holes for dunces, having 
neither chamber nor dining room in it. Every boy 
hath his proper ſeat diſtinguiſht by ſpaces of wood, 
and theforms have three aſfones, Every claſs contain- 


eth ſixteen boys, { the two loweſt much more | and the 
belt ſcholar of each, fits in a feat ſomewhat more 
eminent than the reſt [ with the word CA PIFTANENHS 
engrayen in golden letters oucr his head, } 
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£8.12 Themaſters of this School do not raſhly ad- 
mir all that are brought; but choice is made of the 
moſt rowardly wits and beſt diſpoſitions ; leſt in that 
laborious imployment they ſhoald toyl in vain. For ſome 
men in this age are ſo baſe [ as Ttold DF. Colet l, 31. 
eþ.45.f.2046.2. ] as to ſet thoſe to be Scholars, and 
profeſs Divinity (the chief of all Sciences) whom for 
their dull capacitie and bad natures they think ſcarce 
fie for any other ſtudy. He entreated me {1ib. 10. ep." 
17, @ 18.f. 5:8./f.& 520.c] to ſeek out a man whom 
I thought a fit Under-maſter forthis his School (ill. 
Lilly being the firſt #pper-maſter ) T enquired in many 
places bur could hear of none. At length being at Cam- 
bridge among (ome Maſters of Arts,I propounded it to 
them ; one of them (and heof no mean eſteem) ſmi- 
ling, ſaid, ho would endure to live in that School among. . 
boyes, that could make a ſhift to ſcrape up 4 livelyhood any 
where elſe ? T anſwered modeſtly, that it ſeemed tome 
a very honeſt imployment, to inſtru& young people 
inlearning and good manners ; that Chriſt did not de- 


' ſpiſe that age ; that a man could beſtow his pains upon 


no age better; and in no place expect a better effect 
or reward of his pains then at S. Pauls School, becauſe 
it is in the midſt of London , and London the chief City 
of the Kingdome, where from all other parts the lines 
(or gentrie and ingenuous people )meet as in a centre. 
AndT added, that if men were truly pious, they would 
think that they could no way ſerve God better then 
by bringing children to Chriſt. But he drawing up his 
noſe and ſcoffing, replyed, if any have a minde to ſerve 
Chriſtlet him go intoa Monaſterie or Religious houſe. 
I anſwered, that S. Paul placed true Religion in the du- 
ties of Charity; and that charity conſiſted in doing as 
much good to qur neighbours as we could, He reje- 
Qed that as fillily ſpoken. Bekold, quoth he, we have 
left all, therein is perfeCtion. 1 finally told him , that 
that man hath not 1eft all, who when it js 10 his power 
rg 
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to do good to very many people , ſhuns the impley- 
ment We he thinks it too mean for him ---And fo 


(leſt we ſhould have wrangled) I left the man. But. 
youhere ſee the wiſdome of the Scotiſts. | 


S. 13. Ourquicksſighted DF. Colet ſaw very well, * | 


that the main hope and pillar of a Common-wealth, 
conſiſts infurniſhing yourh with good literature, and 
rherefore did he beſtow ſo much care and coſt on this 
{chool. Though it ſtood him in an * infinite ſum of 
© » Sovalt charges, as would money to build and en- 
have ſcared even a Peer of the qgyy jr, yet he would ac- 


Realm tothink on it; for he laid * 
out all his inheritance ujon ir. CPE ot no Copartner, 


Tam ingentes ſumptus ut ſatra- One left indeed alegacie 
pam- quoque deterrere poſiint, of an x00 pounds ſterling 
8&c. Eraſm. 1.28 ep. 28,cpift de- to the ſtrakture of it; but 


dic, ad Copram verborum. which GY" : 
Þook he wrote forthe benefir of C01et thinking , that 1f he 


S. Paxls ſchool, as he wrote his took it, ſome lay people 
book called Eccleſiaſtes, five de would coallenge tothem- 
ratione concionandi(attherequeſt ſelyes I know not what 


of Biſhop Fiſher) for Chriſts Col- - 
ledge and S. Fohns in Cambridge, authority over the ſchool, 


as appears by the epiſtle dedi- did by the permiſſion of \|- 


catory before it. his Biſhop, beſtow it u 
on holy veſtments for the quire. Yet though he would 
ſuffer no lay-man to have a finger in the building, he 
entruſted no Clergy-man ( bom, 8 much as the Bithop, 
Dean and Chapter of S. Pauls) nor any of the Nobi- 
lity, with the overſight of the revenues, but ſome mar- 
ried citizens of honeſt report. When he was asked 
why he would do ſo? he anſwered, That there was 
nothing certain in humane affairs; bur he found leaſt 
corruption in ſuch men, 
S. 14, Asall men highly commended him for his 
* Of which ſchool 3*, To.vas % ſchool . ſo many Won- 
More writ thus to DF. Colet, Neg; dred why he would build 


valde mivror ft clariſiime ſchole 

me rumpantur mvidi. Vident enim utt ex equo Trojano prodierunt 
Grec: qui barbaram diruere Trojam. fice 11a prodire ſchola,, qui | 
7/orum argaunt atq; ſubycrtum inſeitiam. Lib. 23 .p. $70, cited 
by Stapleton. tom.4.p 993. 


— 
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ſo ſtately an houſe, within the bounds of the Carth»ſian 
monaſtery: which is not far from the palace at Rich- 


mond: bur he told them, that he provided that ſear for 
himſelf in his od age, when he ſhould be unfit for la- 


' ours, or broken with diſeaſes, and fo conſtrained to 
retire from the ſociety of men. There he intended to 


75%, vie with two or three eminent friends, among 
which he was wont to reckon me; but death prevented 
him, For being few years before his deceaſe viſited 
thrice with the fweating-ſickneſs ( a diſeaſe which ſei- 
zed no countrey-men but Engliſh) though he recover- 
ed, yet he thereupon grew conſumprtive , and fo died. 


One Phyſician thought that the dropfie kill'd him; but 


when he was diſſected, they ſaw nothing extraordina- 
ry: onely the capillary veſſels of hisliver, were beſer 
with puttles, He was buried in the ſouth-ſide of the 
quire of his own Cathedral, in a low ſepulchre, which 
heto that end had choſe for himfelf ſome years before, 
with this inſcripuzon, JOHN COLET, [ but 
bereof T will add more in the laft pa e of this narrative, 
$. 15, In the mean while Tihall ſay ſomewhar, firſt of 
his nature, ſecondly of his paradoxical opinions, and 
laſtly of rhoſe afflitions wherewith his ingenuous piety 
was exerciſed; for ſome whereof he might have thank- 
ed his own natural temper. For he was of a very high 
ſpiric,hugely impatient of any injury, wonderfully 
prone to latciviouſneſs, I1xury, and overmuch ſleep, to 
jeaſting and facetiouſneſs above meaſure, ( all chis he 
confeſſed to me himſelf ) and he was not wholly ſafe 
from covetouſneſs. Bur againlt each of rheſe he tought 
ſuch a good fight, by Philoſophy , Divine 'contempla- 
tions, watching, faſting, and prayer, that he led the 
whole courle of his life freefrom the infeCtions of this 
world; and as far as I could any way gather ( by famili- 
arity and much liberal conyerle with him )) was a pure 
virgin to his dying day. All his wealth he diſtributed 
to pious uſes. [of which I have (4id ſomewhat already,an4 
hall ſay mere ann, $. 16, | Lib 
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S. 16, [ Lib. 23.ep.5.f.1206 4.] Hehad anunkle 
that was a very oldill. conditioned man, with whom he 
did notagree, The difference between them was not 
about a trifle, but ſo vaſt a ſum of money, that a ſon 


might almoſt have fought with his father about it. Coler * | 


being to dine with the Reverend Father in God 
Eo eee Arctiſhop-of 
O w ex- : 
cellenta pattern of a good Pre- - gk bury f rook me in 
late, ſee in Eraſmus *s Eccleſia» 1G boat with him from 
ftes in the middle of the firſt S. Pauls to Lambeth, All 
book, which is extraordinarily the way he read the re- 
well worth the reading. medie of anger in my 
Enchiridion, 'but did not tell me wherefore he read it, 
When we ſat down, it chanced that (let ſat over a- 
gainſt his uncle; and there he was very fad, neither 
Jpeaking a word, nor eating a bit. Now the Archbi- 
* 3a had an excellent faculty in ſuch a caſe ( to 
make every one merry at his table) ordering his 
diſcourfe according to each mans peculiar temper 3 ſo 
he began to compare our ſeveral ages, andchen thoſe 


who {at muling before, fell to chatting; and theunkle .| 


(as old men are wont to do ) began to brag, that 
though he were ſo far ſtricken in years , he felt no de- 
cay of his ſtrength. After dinner they two had ſome 
ditcourſe betwixt themſelves; but what I cznnot tell: 
When Cole: and I were come back to the boat, he told 
me that he ſaw I was an happy man; I anſwered, 


that I wondred why he ſhould call me Nappy » who 


thought my ſelf the unhappieſt perſon inthe warld: 

whereupon he tol4me,that he had been that day ſo an- 
gry with his unkle, that he had almoſt reſolved (break- 
ingall bonds of Chriſtian modeſtly , and natural affe- 
Eon to his kinred ) to have ſued him openly at law; 
That for this reaſon he took my -nchiridion in his hand 

along with him, to read the remedy againſt anger, and 
that the reading of it had done him much good ; That 
by that prattle in dinner tine, the bitterneſs and = 
0 


eat y 
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ofeach was ſo far allayed as that when the Archbiſhop 
ſtepped aſide, and they talkr together privately, the 
whole difference was compoſed. i p.705.] In a word, 
Colet did daily ſo endeavour to conquer all his paſſions, 


_ and ſubdue the haughtineſs of his minde by reaſon, 
' that he would take 1t well to be admoniſhed even by 


a childe. 

S. 17, Laſciviouſneſs, ſleep,. and luxury he chaſed 
away by abſtaining conſtantly from __—_ by conti- 
nual 's So indefatigable itudy, and holy confeten- 
ces. But yet When there was occaſion, either to dif- 
courſe with fair Ladies , or jeſt with witty perſons, 
or feaſt with pleaſant, a man might eaſily perceive ſome 
foot- ſteps of his nature, which made him for the moſt 
part keep from the ſociety of all lay people; but eſpeci- 
ally from banquets,towhich when he muſt needscome, 
he comonly took with him me or ſomelearned friend, 
with whom he diſcourſed in Lartine, thathe might a- 
yoid idle talk. His cuſtome was to eat onely of one diſh, 
to content himſelf with oneglaſs of beer or ale, or two 


. atthemoſt. And though he was pr—_ good 
*|' wine, yet he drank very little of it;always ſuſpecting 


his own ſanguine complexion and inclination, and be- 
ing very wary of all thoſe things, by which he might 
offend any perſon whatſoever. 

S. 18. Inallmylifel never ſaw a more happy wit; 
and thence it came that he was exceedingly pleaſed 
with ſuch wits as were like himſelf : bur ar all times 
when he might chooſe his diſcourſe, it was of ſuch 
things as prepaxed him for the immortality of a life 
to come, And when at any time he refreſht himſelf 
with pleaſant ſtories, he did not fail to make uſe of his 
FOO in them, He was much pleaſed with the 
purity and ſimplicity of nature in little children (tothe 
imita:10n of whom we are called by our blefled Savi- 
our) being wont to compare themto angels. 

$.'19, NowW for the ſecondparticular , his "” 

ic 
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much differed in them from the vulgar. The Scotifts 1; 


( of whoke acuteneſs moſt men have an high conceit ) 
he eſteemed heavie fellows, and any thing rather then 
ingenuous. And yet he had a worſe opinion of Thomas 


Aquinas ( for what reaſon I know not.) then of Scorus. , 


For when I ſometimes commended Thomas to him as © 
no contemptible authour ( among the moderns ) be- 
cauſe he ſeemed to have read both Scriptures and Fa- 
thers ( as I gueſſed by his Catena Aures) and to have 
ſomewhat of affeftion in his writings; Coler ſeemed 
not to minde me two or three times, & ſaid nothing, 
But when at another diſcourſe I ſpoke the ſame again 
with more 'vehemency, he looke ſtedfaſtly upon me, to 
ſee whetherT were in jeſt or in earneſt, and when he 
ſaw I ſpoke ſeriouſly, he replied thus in a paſſion, Why 
do ye commend this man to me? whoif be had not been 
very arrogant would never ſo rafhly ( and yet ſo magiſteri. 
ally ) have preſumed to define all points of r«ligion: and if 
be had not ſavoured too much of the ſpirit of the world, he 
would not have polluted all the doitrine of Chriſt with ſo 
much of bis own profane philoſophy. I wondred at the en- , 
chuſaltick poſture of the man, and after that, ſet upon * 
reading Aquinas his works more attentively ; and1 
_ needs confeſs , that my opinion of him abated 

much. 
S. 20. No man was more afriend to true Chriſtian 
ity, yet he had little or no kindneſs for Monks, or ra- 
ther I ſhould ſayfor thoſe who are now ( for the moſt 
partfalſly ) ſo called : and therefore while he lived he 
gavethem bur little, and when he died, nothing. Not 
that he Hatred the profeſſon, but becauſe he ſaw they 
did not live according tort. Yet his defire was to have 
disingaged himſelf from the world, and betaken him- 
ſelf roa Monaſtery, if he could any where have found 
a ſociety that was truly and unanimouſly refolved upon 
an Evangelical life, And when ll went into Truly, he 
charged me to ſcek for ſuchan one; telling me = . 
a 
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Thad found ſome Monks there, who were really pru” 


dent and pious: commending alſo ſome Germans,among 
whom he thought thar the footſteps of the good old 
Religion did ill remain, 

* $. 21. Though he lived very chaſtly himſelf, yet he 
had a very charitable opinion -of thoſe Prieſts and 
Monks, who had no other crime but venery, Not that 
he did not heartily abhor the fin; but becauſe he found 
ſach men farleſs miſchieyous then others ( if compa- 
red ) who. were haughty, envious, backbiters, hypo- 
rites, vain, unlearned, wholly given to the getting o 
money and honour, Yet thele had a mighty opinion 
of themſelves, whereas others by acknowledging theic 
infirmity, were made more humble and modeſt. He 
faid, that to be covetous and proud was more abomi- 
nable in a Prieſt, then to have an hundred concubines: 
not that he thought incontinence to be a light fin; bur 
covetouſneſs and pride to be at a greater diftance from 
true piety. And he was not more averſe to any ſort of 
men, than ſuch Biſhops who were wolves in Read of 


} ſhepherds : and commended themſelves by external 
'Þ ſervice of God, ceremonies, benedidtions, and indal- 


gences to the people; while with all their hearts they 
ſerved the world, that 1s, glory and gain. He was nor 
much diſpleaſed with them,who would not have images 
( either painted or carved, gold or filyer ) worſhip in 
Churches; nor withthem, who doubted whether a no- 
 torious wicked Prieſt could conſecrate the Sacrament. 
Hereby not favouring their errour, but expreſſing his 
indignation againſt ſuch C_ men, who by an open 
bad life gave occaſion to this ſuſpicion. 

S. 22, He ſaid, That the Colledges in England 
( which are large and ftately ) hindergood literature, 
and are receptacles of idle people: nor did he much re- 
gard the publick Schools, becawſe there ambition and 
gain did corruptthe fincerity of all old diſcipline. As he 
did much approve cf ſecret Confeſſion ( profeſſing _- 
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he never had ſo much comfort from any thing as that) 
ſo hemuch condemned anxiety un it , and repetitions 
Whereas it is the cuſtome in England, for Prieſts to 
conſecrate the hoſt, and receiye it almott every day, he 


was content to ſacrifice on Sundays and Holi-days, or Þ 


ſome few days beſide : either to gain more time for his 
facred ſtudies, and fit himſelf the better for his pulpit- 
loyments, and the buſineſs of his Cathedral; or 
becaule he found that his devotion had a greater edge, 
when it was ſharpened with intervals. And yet he 
would not condemn them who were minded to come 
to the Lords table every day. Though he was a yery 
learned man himſelf, yet he did not prize that anxious 
and laborious ſort of wildome, which is fully attain. 
ed by knowledge of ſeveral ſciences, and reading a 
muletude of books; ſaying oft, that the native ſound 
conſtitution of mens parts, and the ſincerity of their 


wit was loſtthereby; and thatthey rather got a learned | 


fort of madneſs, then any true incentive to Chriſtian 
innocence, ſimplicity, and charity, : 
S. 23. He attributed very much to the Epiſtles of the 


H.Apoltles;but when he compared them w® that won- * 


derſull Majeſtie w** 15 to be found in our $4viours own 
ſayings and ſermons, he thought them ſomewhat dry, 
He had very ingenouſly reduced almoſt all the ſayings 
of Chrilt ta ternaries, and intended to write a book of 
chem, He wondred that Romane Pricfts ſhould be 
forced to ſay ſo many prayers every day ; nay, though 
they are much employed , whether ar home or in a 
Journey : but he. much approved of che performing 
divine {ervice magnificently. He diſfented from innu- 
merable opinions now commonly received in the 
Schools, in which he would ſometimes tell his minde 
eo his friends; bur ſay nothing to others, leſt he ſhould 
nc'\ir a double inconvenience,viz.looſehis own credit, 
and do them no good: perhaps harm. There was no 
book ſo heretical, that he was not willing to reade over 
Atten- 


= 
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attentively ; profeſſing that ſometimes he advantaged 
himſelf more by ſuch, than by their works who derter- 
mineevery queſtion which they handle in ſuch a man- 
ner, thatthey ofcen flatter their leaders, and ſometimes 


' themſelves. 


$.24. He endured not that any one ſhould in ſpeaking 
fluently, beguided altogether by the preceprs of Gram- 
mar{that he ſaid, oft hindred one from ſpeaking well ) 
but by his reading the beſt authours. Which opinion 
brought its own puniſhment along with it : for though 
he had eloquence both by nature and education, 8 had 
wonderful ſtore of matter in his head when he began to 
make a ſpeech, yer he oft tripped in thoſe things which 
Criticks are wont:to take notice of. And thereupon I 
ſuppoſe he abſtained from writing books , which 
I wiſh he had not done: for I HE AKTILT DESIRE 
THE * MEDITATIONS OR *« You have a caralrgue 
WORKS OF THIS MAN, - = Colers 0h _ 
IN, WHAT LANGHAGE Fn" page of my ee 
SOEVER THEY ARE ſhould his book: where 1 


PENNED. his Commentary on the E- 
piſtle 10 the Romanec, and an Epiſile of his ro a Car(tinal ( both 
writ with his ovin, hand) are inthe Libyary of S. Pauls ſchool 
in London; tegether with the printed Rtatutes of that ſchoo),and 
his laſt Will, copied out of the Prerogative Office, which will 
givelome light :othis Narrative, . 

S. 25. Andnow,leſt you ſhould think any ing 
wanting to the complete piety,of DF. Colet, in the lat 


place hear his afflicions.He never agreed well with his 


Biſhop, who (to ſay nothing of his manners) was a ſu- 
rſtitious and ſtubborn Scorift; & thereupon thought 
imſelf half a God, Of which ſort of men, though I 
know ſome whom I will not call knaves, yer I never 


. ſaw one whom 1 thought 1 might truly term a Chriſti- 


an. Neither was the DoCtour acceptable to moſt of his 
own Cotledge, becauſe he was very tenacious of regu- 
lar diſcipline ; and the Prebends complained that he 
uſed them as if they were Monkes, whereas indeed ” = 
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Colledge was antiently (andin old records is called) 
the Ealtern Monaſtery: | as Weſtmonaſterium, the Weſt- 
ern Moxaſterie," 

S. 26. But when the old Biſhop ( for he was four- 
ſcore years of age ) his hatred grew too high to be 
{mothered, the fire brake out; and adjoyning two other 
Biſhops as wiſe and virulent as himſelf, he began'to 
trouble D. Colct, exhibiting articles againſt him co the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, raken out of his Sermons : 
T. That he ſaid , Images were not to be worſhipped, 
2. That preaching upon that paſlage in the Goſpel, 
Feed, feed, feed my ſheep; he expounded the firſt by 
good example, the ſecond by ſound doffrine ( as other 
Expoſitors do.) but in the third he differed from them; 
denying that the Apoſtles who were poor men, were 
commanded to feed their ſheep with temporal revenue, 
becauſerhey had none of it themſelves: 8 that he named 
ſomwhatelle in this third prone Late, That by blaming 
Hin LE pot has og ol thoſe that read all or muſt 
faith, Foc bis ms of their ſermons,' which 
Ws a memorie, ſo ſtupendiousthat 24 
be could repeat all the Dec-erals, in England vey cold- 
memoriter verbatim, and never ly ) he had obliquely 
forgat any thing thathe read. And 12.4 hicmigceſan who 


that he gut this by help of a medi- - 
cine there deſcribed. Sit fides pe- being a Very old man 


%es eutorem 2 Yet there may be WAS WOntto do ſo,The 
ſome truth in it, But ] take Poly- Archbiſhop{ being wel 
dore Vergit to be farthe more eredi- zcauainted with Colets 
ble awthour, who (hiſt. lib, 26.p.ult.) allencies 2 recei 
gives usa large relation of D*.Colcty EXCC! eNCICS 4 TC el- 
life: yet nothing which you have ved the artic les; bur in- 
on had in as of Eraſmus; war. ſtead of being his 
that his mother was nobilis mulirr, N 
that Richard Fox Bilhop of Win- Judge, became his Ad 
cheſter ſtirred up D*. Colet to propa - VOcate. 
cate learning , that he ſtudied at Cambridge as well as at Ox- 
ford; that he defired no honpur, ſought no wealth or riches, 
{which followed him running from them) and that for his ſweet 
diſpofitions and holineſs of life, he was eſtecmed in Eng!and ale 
poſt an0:her Apcſtle Paul, 

$. 27. Net 


I confe's many do now | 
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S. 27, Yet the old mans fury did not end fo, bur 
ſtroveto incen(e the Court againſt him,eſpeciallyk Hen- 
ry VIIT. himſelf ; becauſe the Door had ſaid in a ſer- 
mon, That an unjuſt peace was to be preferred before a moſt 

juſt war: winch ſermon was preached in that nick of 
time, waen the king was raifing forces againſt the 
French, T wo minim-Friars were & chief menthat ma- 


[| naged this buſineſs, whereof one was an incendiary of 


1the war ( for which hedeſerved a Biſhoprick ) the 0- 
th:r with a pair of huge lungs, declamed in his ſermons 
againſt Poets, thereby aiming ar Colcr, who though he 
had skil in muſick, yet was in truth averſe from Poetry, 

S. 28. Hzrethe King (who was an excellent per- 
ſon in his youth) gave an evident proof of his royal 
parts; exhorting Gulet privately, 10 go on in bis preaching, 
ficely to tax the corrupt manners of that age, and not 10 
withdraw his light in thoſc moſt dark times;adding,That he 
knew very well what incenſed the Biſhops ſo bighly again 
him, and how much good Colet had done by his divine = 
and boly dofrine 10 the Engliſh Church and Nation; laſtly, 
that be would (o curb their endeauours, that it ſhould ap- 
pear 10 the world, who cocr troubled ({oler, ſhould not eſcape 
unpaniſht. Hereupon Cole: humbly thanked the King 
for His royal favour; but beſeeched Him not to do ſo; 
profeſling that he had rather lay down his preferment, 
than that any ſhould ſuffer for his ſake, : 

S. 29. But foon after another occaſion was offered, 
by which they hoped to ruine him. For it happened 
that the King made preparation to march after Eaſter 
apainſt the French: and upon Good-Friday Colet made 
a ſermon to the King and Courtiers, which was much 
admired, concerning the Viftory of Chriſt : Wherein 
heexhorted all Chrittians to fight undzr the banner of 
their heavenly King, and overcome: ſaying, That they 
who either through hatred,or ambition,or covetouſnes 
do fight with evil men,/and ſo kil one another, fight 
not under the banner of Chriſt, but the Devil; ſhewin 
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withall how hard a thing it is to die like a Chriſtian, 
how few go forth to batcell free from hatred and co- 
vetoulneſs ; and how difficult for ſuch to be in charit 
(without which no man ſhall ſee God ) who ſhear 
ther [words in their brethrens bowels. Adding, that 
they thould rather imitate their King {hriſt, then Pa- 
au Ceſtrs and Alexanders. And he had ſo many other 

inart paſſages tothis purpoſe, that His Majeltie was 
fomewhart afraid leſt this ſermon would dis. hearten the 
ſouldiers that were liſted. 

S. go: Hereupon all the birds of prey flock about 
Colet like an ow], hoping the King would be incenſed 
againſt him, His Majeſtie commands Colet to come be- 
fore him at Greenwich, He goes into the garden of the 
Monaſtery of the Franciſcans which was near, pre- 


ſently diſmiflerh his attendants. When they two were | 


alone, the King bid Colet cover his head, and ſpeak his 
minde freely; and then His Highneſs began thus; 
Dean, be not (urprixed with needle fear: T did not ſend 
for you bithey to diſturb your moſt holy labours (which I re- 


ſolve to cheriſhas much as I can ) but to unload my conſci- | 


ence of (-me ſcruples and to deſire your advice concerning my 
dutie. The conference laſted almoſt an hour 8 an half, 
and I muſt nor relate it all In the mean while Bricos 
C the Franciſcan Biſhop ) was in the Court ſtark wilde, 
hoping that Coler had been in great danger,whereasthe 
King and he agreed in every particular very well. 
Ozely His Majeſtie wiſht, that what Colet ſpoke truly, 
he would fi { ſomerime or other ) more plainly; leſt 
the rude fouldiers ſhould mis-underſtand it, as if he 
had ſaid, That no war is lawfuil among Chriſtians. And 
thus Coletby his ſingular prudence & moderation) not 
onely f{arisfied the King, but got farther into-his favour, 

S. 31. When they returned from the garden to the 
Cou:r, the King being about to diſmiſs Colct, called for 


2 cup, and drank to him, embraced him moſt kindly, | 


and promiſing him all the fayours that could be expert 
- 
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ed from a moſt loving Prince,diſmiſſed him. And now 
the Courtiers —_—_ round the King, expedited to 
know the ifſue of this long conference; and the King in 
the hearing of them all, ſaid , Fl, let other men chooſe 
» what Doftours they pleaſe, and make much of them; this 
man ſhall be my Dofftour. Whereupon Bricot , with the 
reſt of the gaping wolves depaned : and from thar 
day forward never dared trouble Colet any more; a 
perſonthatinan high fortune and plenty, was led 8& 
roverned not by his nature, but by Chriſt : ina word, 
whomlT ſhall nor doubt to reckon in the caralogre. of 
my Saints,though he be never canonized by any Pope. 
S. 32. Thus ; Eraſmus: who in other epiftles and di- 
vers pieccs of his works, inſertcth clogiss of D*. Colet, ſo 
ofien (as epiſt,p.519. d. & p.311.b. lib.5.ep.4.p 306. 


| &C.) that they ſeem tos numerous 20 be added bere: I ſball 


onely annex & few lines colleed out of Stow *s Survey of 
London (in folio) concerning his kinred. His Father, 
$*, Hen. (let (ſon 10 Robert Colet of Wendover in 
Buckinghamſhire, Eſquire, p. 573.) was buried at Step- 


4, ney, where his monument ſtill remains, p 787. And! 


piures of $*, Henry, and his dame Chriſtian, and ten of 
bis ſons,and ten of his daughters remain in the windows,on 

the North: fide of $, Anthony ' alias Antlin Y bis Church 
near Budge-row. But he was born in the Manor of Hale 
in Buckinghamſhire, near Wendover and Ailesburie: 

which Manor our D*, left to $. Pauls (chool, and ſome of his 

name dwell there ſtill, M*, John Colct ( now ftuden: in 

the Temple) and his Father, as alſo M*, Nic. Ferrar of 
little Gidding in Huntingdonſhire,are all very nearly re- 
lated to our Doffour; of whom T ſhall onely ſay this, hat they 
were all three Fellow-Commoners in Clare-Hall, diligent 
frequenters of the Chappel: And M*, Ferrar woul1, in 
the opinion of all that knew him, ſoon be as eminent for 
his ſanity, as our Dofour is if his and my knowing an4 


| pious friend M*, Timothy Thr1r[(creſſe, wauld be per- 


[waded to writs bis life. 
S. 33. De. 
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S. 33. D*. Colet was buried in $. Pauls Chnrch, 
where his monument is ſo excellently deſcribed by my learn- 
ed friend M*, Dugdale in bis Hiſtory of S. Pauls Cathe- 
dral. p.64, 65. that 1 ſhall not ſet d-wn- any thing of it 
[| here, but the words that be there engraven; which are as 
i followeth ; Hic fitus eſt, 8&c. Here lies John Coler, - 
j Dean of this Church, an eminent Drvine , who after the ex- 
ample of $. Paul, preached the Goſpel always * without 
charges, and anſwered hat fincere dofirine with the perpe. 
11al fincerity of his life. He alone butt $, Pauls ſchool, and 
endowed it with a yearly revenue. He honoured bis moff 
honeſt kinred with Chriſtian qualities , chiefly with ad- 
mirable ſobriety and chaſtity : and now enjoyes the pearl 
of the Goſpel ,for love whereof he neglefed all other things, 
He lived 53 Jears, officiated 16 years , and dicd inthe 
year 1519. iy ; 

* Thathe didrhis Eraſmus witnefſeth, Epiſft. Dedic. ad Cop; 
Verborum. Hoc in patriam officium, Colere. ita gratuitum & fin-\ 
eeram eſſe voluiſti, ut nec ex 10} annorum laborioſt ſ31mis concioni« 
bus, vel terunti» ſfattus ſis; {ptor 5 enmque 1u4 ſemindris ſpiritua- 
lit, nultins unquam carighta meſſuerrs. And that in this rare 
a& he did no more: then y,no more then holy Scripture,! 
and the old OO ” ge Svbich in this Sermon he 
| urgeth ſo much, to be rehgaxzted and obeyed by others ) re- 
8. in of him, who had a *Efine beſide; is ananſwerably 
| :- proved by Spalato De Ecclefe. repub. lib. 9. cap. 1. ſc&.8. ad 16. 
& ſe. 24. ad 31. capite 4%. toto, initio 5', cap. 7, ſett. 8, orc. 
but chiefly cap. 10. ſeF. 1, 2,3,&c. Having ſaid 10 much on? 
this ſubje& already in my notes on Dr. Colers ſermon, pag. 38,; 
39, 43,44, 45-» 52 53, 549 $6,57.  Ithallcloſeall withone. line . 
of $S. Chryſo ome (_Homil, 1g. ad 1, Tim. pag. 312. lix, 22, 
Edit. Savil.) "'Byw ov mo uv aiywo Ts div T6 
Deg Jas Exeiv 7P0gds X) Tnemdouart, ia wy Mr. 
E:ZAKWY TE 615 TADTY, | | | 
| Fc 1 
*\F Errata. Pag. 43. lin. ult, read propinguoſque. pag. 56. | 
''Þ lin. 24. read Apparitorum. pag. 60. lin, 5: a fine, 
'S read from pag. 69. lin. 12, and paz. 71. lin.23. p.51. 
1.16. add Sze Chryſ. hymn. $8. int Tam pag. 453. & Oo7, 
ds dif. & hab, virg. pag. 189. & de lupſ. pag 204. 
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